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Foot Onſlow, 

Fobn = | 
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Eqs, 


Chief Commiſſioners and Governors for the 
Management and Receipt of His Majeſties 


Revenue of Exciſe within the Kingdom of 
England, &c. 


Honeared Sirs, 
Ere not your Cardor and 
C lemency as eminently dt- 
{tributed to every Criminal, as arc 
A 3 Your 


Sr a » 


. 
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Your pier cing Fudpments to diſco- 
ver him, h: muſt be 5 wa + 
a more than ſhiverins Fxtaſy, that 
ſhould preſume to accoſt You 
with the preſent Dedication : For 
though the following. Paper ap- 
pears in oreat Neceſſity of ſuch 
Patrons, yet that it ſhould be pc- 
tition'd by ſo perfect a. Stranger, 
and that wichour a Licence, might 
create a Wonder bcyond the be- 
lief of the moſt Credulous. Note 
withſtanding, Ingratitude having 
been ever eſteem'd the Epitome 
of all Vices, and, corſequently, the 
Guile of the former , being much 
more cligible, with all imaginabl. 


Stubmiſjion, I crave Leave to pre- 


ſcrt You with the grarctul Senti- 
ments of the Kingdom tor Your 
Impartial Admintſtr ration, whereby 
You have taken a Charter of the 
P "les 


£ 
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Peoples Hearts, never to be can- 
cell d. 


I ſhall not b: guilry of an Addz- 
tional Preſumption, by deſcending 
to Particulars, but moſt humbly 
implore a Pardon tor fubjoining,that 
Your Endeavours have been wige- 
rous beyond a Prefulent, 11 Your 
eq ally aflerting His Majeſty's and 
the ( C ountries Rights, by CIICOUTa® 
ging any thing that has bur the 
Tintlwe of t robity and Ingenutty, 
and wholly exp/:ding and diſcoun- 
tenancine that NRizcr , which has 
been uſually perpetrated under 
the ſpectous Precext of Law 
Theſe ar: fo publickly known, 
and ſuch uncommon Actions, as 
will be Regilicr'd jin cvery un- 
prejudic'd Breaſt, till Time it felf 
ſhall have an 1 nd; by which we 


find 
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find You acquieſce in the Opinion 
of the Great Ageſilaus, who dying 
in his Voyage from Eg1pr, forbad 
any Statue 1n -memorial of Him, 
ſaying, He had left thoſe Aions 


behind him. as would render it whol- 
ly infientficant. 


Theſe being ſuch great Verities 
as admit not of a Contradittion, 
we have Reaſon to be aſlur'd, 
That by Your extraordinary Ma- 
nagement, the Exciſe, like the A- 
thenian Ship, by being ſo often 
mended, will in a ſhort time ar- 
rive to that perfection, that there 
never will be found a rotten or 
imperfect Stick, : And therefore 
pray, That Health ( which gives 
the only Reliſh to all Your out- 
ward Enjoyments) and Proſperity, 


may be Your conſtant S/aves and 
Lacquies ; 
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Lacgzies; That a continu'd Suc- 
ccſlon of all Terreſtrial Felicities 
may cyer court You ; And thar 
You may cver-move as Refulgent 
Stars in the 5 You arc plac'd, for 
the encouragement of Ingenuity, 
and deſtruction of every Action 
that might carry the Epithet of 
It : And altho "us uſual to wiſh 


You many Tears, yet I ſhall wiſh 
You but 0 NE: 


--» Sed Annus 
Hic,mea ſi valeant Vota,Platonis erit. 
I am 
( Honoured Sirs) 


Four moſt humble 
Lond. Calend. ; of : a ; 
Januar, An. Obedient $ ervant, 
1697. : 
Fzekiel Tolſted. 
(a) To 


TO THE 


Genrlemen 
Employ'd in the 


REVENUE 


EXCISE. 


Gentlemen, | 

H E many Reflections which 

have been cafl on your Per- 

ſons and Profeſſion, induc'd me to 
an exal Examination of their 
Merit , and finding them to be 
wholly the Reſult of Malice ard 
a 2) Igng- 


To-the Gentlemen 


Jenorance, d-could. not avoid this 
Publick Confeſſion of it. 


But this is notyall, Your ' partigu- 
lag Favdbfs} to? nk , rommand a 
much ) greater WbonledoTant than 
Expreſſion is' capable. of giving , yet 
I thigh, my felf- luſucign ty ha "ie 
that 1 haven SK Low of ye $1 
the World fo, and conſequently, that 
your Favours and my Gratitude 
are equal, irritable ; wich C p- 
ſygeration hass wholly ocgafion'd" 

rouble, and therefore the innuime- 
rable Cenſurcs that muſt inevitably 
attend it , are extremely below' my 
Concern ;, for 'I miſt own, that I (bal 
recetve then with an extraordinary 
Pride, fonce it muſt be thought 100, 
it was wholly tor your ſakes. 


The following Vindication then, 


ſe < 


uch 


Eviployid in-#h2 Evi. 
fech 45 it 'B, [preſent yoirwith; and 
tho it might poy/ibly« bs: therbht bs 
want one it felf,, or thar your I 
nocency #'ſuch,  as'to rewder BÞiafe 
eooether' infofiffeant, yer "mf 
ever, that 1 can wery C: In 3862tefde 
the tormer, provided the Jatter does 
not as janfwcrably intervene ? 
Tho conſidering that the 1llterate 
make up the orcateſt part of Man- 
kittd; [preſiite\it'nor igapcxtinen 
ſometimes 10 ayſwer them in«#btjr 
own Tetrhis: Fx all the Refle&tions 
in the following Paper, are only 
beſtow'd on fuch, who are ſo 
maliciouſly extravagant in giving 
them. 


od am extreamly ſenſible of my de- 
taining you too long from your Rar 
viſhing Fel. CIUICS, and therefore ſba! 
ſa) moths Ins io the Genie Reader, 
but 


T o the Gentlewen, STC. 
but only acquaint him, end all the 
World, that your innumerable 0b- 
ligations have create! ſuch grateful 
Sentiments , as /ball meet with a 
Duration that can never terminate, 
as being 


Gentlemen, 


Lond, Can; 707 Prnble Servant, 
Januar. x697- Ezckicl Polſtcd. 


d 
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ON THE 


Author 4nd Subject. 


Ravely begun, and bravely: ended too, 
The Arts receive their Charater from you ; 


T ateſully attend B& EXC 
Ex pole in Ca ar: ie > 
Arithmetick « ſhort, in vain we ftrs 

To find, that which no Rule could ever give ; 
Addition bere 4 quick Subſtrattion meers 

Als to the Perſons, «« the Sheers ; 

For by the Attcmpt we mult ſubmir, 
That to your Fame whatever can be writ, C 


Like * Right-Hand Cyphers only leſſer ie. 


John M ——Junior 
de Wenalt in Com? 
Brecon. 


 — ”7  — 


” Decimal Arithmerick. 
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Qflicers of; zhe ExCile. -; 


That, as thar Center, cucr meet jin-you y 
But your ..czanopglizing, yep 1:4, aff ords | 
A Kaxiſhinepry, teyend the Pow?r of. Words : - 1, - 
To Silenge the couſin'd,, 1 muib, obey, 
4rd obly gyecly ſay, that, 1 648 nathing ay. 
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- CHAP. 1 


Here is nothing that is a greater 

Subject of Admration, or has crea» 

ted more Wonder in me, than the 

great Difference and Unreaſonabke 

/- of ſome perſons attaining , and others 

ain miſſing, Preferment ; and the variety of 

ethods canducing thereunto : it often wair- 

nz upon ſowe without either Endeavour or 

Merit, and as often flies thoſe wha arg moſt 
xcellently qualified in Zub. 


as 


| confeſs I could never gyeſs at the Cauſe: 
f this ſo ſcemingly great a piece of Injuſties 
RK unlels 


2 The Fxciſe-Man. 


unleſs they may be applicable xo one of the 
two ſubſequent (1 beg pardon for calling 
t |is in ) Reaſons, 


Firſt then, If you'll believe the Aſtrologer, 
tlicre arc ſome that are anfortunate even in 
vacir Nativity, or ( 25 they call it) Dis nh 
mics aigue tratis,, wel malo aftro natwm, born 
under an unlucky Hlaner z ſo that notwith- 
ſtanding all their Care and Induſtry, Mwfortunt 
and they arc yol2d, and under a neceſſity of bg 
17. made infeparahle Companions. - his ſeems 
Lo bc an unreaionable [mpoſition, and the Per ſor: 
that ſo unfortunately groan under it, are no! 
to be accounted calpable, ſince the rigour of 
thcir F:tc has made it indifpenſible. 


Secondly, If the Cauſe is not thus infallib 
ly obligatory, agother may be the reſult of 1» 
adyertency or Fear, ( either ef which may 


.reckon'd our own Crime) which may occaſio! 


us the miſſing that Critred! Mixute, which the 
Philoſophers fay if it #e not embrac'd, neve 
preſents it ſelf more----St4t ſua cuique dies. - + 
Every one has his time. | 


Eſta non ſemper futrit componite nidos--+ 


Strike while the 1ron is hot, and you avg} © 
what you plez/c ; whereas once cold, you mee 
with an Jmpoſſib;lity to effctt that, which betor: 
you might have perfei#:d with rhe greateſt /- 
Cj WY» ; 


| © 
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Well then ! our Exci/e-an being thus 
much reſin'd from common Earth, and conſe- 
quently having been ſo fortunate 75 to eſcaje 
the firſt, and ſo prudent as to ſeize the laſt, 
he is lifted in the large (excuſe me for the 
preſumption of Senfible ) Roll of His Majefties 
Officers ; when he is no. ſooner zccoſted 
with Expreflions ſuitable to tleir Authors ; 
That he 9s the perfetthion of Scandal and 
Infamy, the general reſult of 4 Broken Shop, an4 
Intollerable Burthens, which the world has been al- 
ready too much troubled with, 


To ſatisfie the Rational part then, were the 
following lines thought of, that they may be 
aſſur*d, that that Employment is not manag'd 


by thoſe, who are beyond exception contra- 
ditory to (at leaſt) common /ence 5 Or are ſuch 
perfet ſtrangers to any pleaſure the World is 
Capable of giving, but far Exceed any particular 
ſort (if not all) Mankind. 


And this wil] inſtantly convince them, ſince 
it's never oppos'd but by the /gnorant ( Ars non 
vabet imimicum preter 1ynoramem) who not only 
know them not, but are not Capable of doing ut ; 
and inded nothing lcls can be Expected from 
thoſe who are not unfitly compar'd to or e of 
their Barrels, that is wholy Empty, for they 
-orary come into Competition with- an 

SIHLP 
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In ſhort, theſe are the moſt capible of Ma» 
giſtracy in the Famous and Learnexz WVorcih ( 2 
Town in the Apennines 25 miles from Rome and 

: belongs to a Cardinal } of which 
ew * a late Author pives this INcom- 
Zer. þ. 73. Parable Character, That though it 

lyes within the Popes Territories, 
yet no Man can have a ſhare in their 7*r1/a1#1- 
on, that can Writc or Read: So tht thir Go- 
vernmert, which conſiſts of four Perſons, is al- 
ways in the hands of (Lt qumirs iliveratt) the 
four 1liiterate. 


4 


Ob! Tam ſau eſt ohe! Tis certainly high 
time to conclude, and, were 1 capable, ought 
to Apologize for pretendiag to Maratter ize 
him, who cannot without regret view any Man 
whom Fortune ſcems to favour ; who cannot 
with any SatisfaCtion endure thc praiſing any 
but himſelf, whoſe torments arc «1rarB1ch to 
all other Dſtrrbexces, ſince he makes felicity 
the cauſe of his Infelicity, and any Mars wel- 
fare, the Occaſion of his Sirkneſs; whole good 
Opinion none can purchaſc,but at the Extrava- 
pant Rate of being eter nally undone; and ſhall 
therefore conclude with the Epigrammatijt --- 


Captioum Line te, 1enet Ipmorantia duplex, 
Scis mihil,, & neſcts te quoque Score nil. 


Twice ipnorant you are, *tis Stranpe yet true, 
Nothing you know, and yct moſt wretched you 
Know not, that eyer yct yon nothing knew. 

CHAP. 
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S jt's very obſcryable, there was never any 
£ K) Embufiaſt that ſet up for immediate 
Revelations, deriving thereby a pretended 
Authority to utter his Nonlenfical and Arherſti- 
ral Notions, but has acquir'd /ome Proſelzes 
(cither wear Women or weaker Mer ) 1:t them be 
ever ſo Abſnrd and Ridiculous; And as there 
was never any Aoweb 1k or Empyrich 1m Phy- 
fick, let him be as Empty as his Urinal, and as 
void of Learning, as a Jockey of Honeſty, yer 
this Cathelich Block-bead, what by his French 
Aluſtachy's and broken Eng6ſh, has gain'd ſome 
Patients» to maintain the ſb jacquer of the 
Cobling Doftor, ſo its induhit«ble, that let an 
Aſpcrſion be caſt on any Officer, by the molt n- 
f41d Brute of the Creation, he (hal! nor only mcet 
with almoſt innumerable Abetrors, but be held 
in erernal Admirafton for his &perzous Prn, 
whercas 1ts connection is the ſame cur Port 
ſpeaks of. 


"0 nave 1 ſeen the Pride of Natures Store, 

The Orient Pearl chain'd to the Sooty Mort 1 

So bath the Diamonds Bright Ray been /et 

[n night, and weddcd ro the Nipro jett, 

Lize Dolphins ranging w1 the ſhady Wood, 

"4 Savage Boars are SWiming on the Fiocd. 
$0 
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So thar, althongh it meets with as great. a 
Contrariety as the expectation of the Smokes 
deſcending (it being a perfect contradiftion , 
and Heterogeneom in nature) yet it would nake 
one ſt2gger, to lee how he vaJues himſelf up- 
on his luckie thought, and F:ppy reflettion, 
whereas theic was nothirg a fitter Subject for 
laughticr and Cercſtation. 


I remember a Story of an Ingenious Gentle- 
man, whoſe Coat happening to bs made ſome- 
thing, too ſort, our Wit immediately cenſur®d 
it,thc Gentleman told him it would be long enough 
beforc he ſhould have another, which he admir- 

ata ivg * relolv'd to make it his own 

41 /* by a repetition in another Com- 


tent ds. pany.;z and teld them, i: would 


provaricr. be a great while before he ſhould 
| have another, leaving out the 
word long, wherein the whole(if there was any) 
Wit lay; yet, 1 ſay, meets with no ſmall ad- 
miration, becauſe it flows from ſuch inſpid 
Lips, whereas he conſiders not the Rationale, 
Which, is sndigna digna habenda ſunt que Herus 
facit: $0 that it being generally the reſult of 
ths Nattery of an inferior (to gratific a more 
:01:rent Superior) we ſhall look upon it as ſuch, 
and equally value it as that King did his Conn- 
celor, who to humour his Severaign, ſaw that 
inviſible Star, 


Whe- 
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Whether theſe merit the name of Afen 
of Parts, that ſhall thus admit of ſach an 
Impoſition, we ſhall! not here diſpute; bur thax 
it generally prevails, may rot only be 
prov*d by what has been ſid, bur even out of 
the Ancients themſelves : Aritippus by his Ex- 
traotdiuary Qualification in that Arr, gain'd 


/ the good Opinion of Dijonyſius far more than 


Dyon the Syracuſan could by his Plain dealing ; 
as did alſo Cleo beyond Cl;ſthenes with Alex» 
ander, 


That theſe with the An gens in Play arc 
as variable as Thought, or with Wax receive 
any Impreſſion, may be allow'd of, if we con- 
ſider, that rhey rake even a ſuggeſtion for 
granted th6 it be Malice in the Ab/tra#; and 
are ſo prodigiouſly Weak, as nottoknow, that 
it is only pretended to b- thoſe, who have an 
Eternal Dependance ;, n1y, this often arrives to 
that exceſs, that it frequently expoſes them to 
the Epithet of Ridiculous ; Thus Cary/opbus 
laugh'd becauſc his Maſter 13-»y/izs did,though 
he knew not for what; whici he (ecing, de- 
manded the Cauie: Cary/ophus reply*d, 1 think 
that which creates Laughter 41 you FT worth Langn- 
ing at, Thus Cly/ophus when Philip of Macedon: 
halted becauſe of the Gor, he dill:mbled the 
ſame ImperfeCtion. Accordingly, what you 
deny he forſwears; what you affirm, he juſt- 
hies ; if you werp he is ſad; if you laugh he is 
merry; and 11 this while ia reality ncither, 

q Dur 
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but in obliging thoſe on which ſmnx';ng 
obſervance their ſubſiſtance docs depend. 


It cannot but, be acknowledg'd, that I have 
dwelt much too long on this ſubject, bur it {0 
often and immediately concerning the Perſons 
I am pretending to vindicate, | hope an cx- 
cuſe will be eaſily admitted of, and ſhall there- 
fore Conclude with his Character in Brief : 
He 1: hefore hand with your thoughts, and able to 
ſuggeſt them unto you. He will commend to you 
firſt what he knows you like, and hath always ſome 
abſurd Story or other of your Enemy, and then 
wonders haw your two opinions ſhould. ſo jump to- 
gether in one Man, 


Theſe look upon their Betters with a Scarn, 
And thus their Cloudy-heads are kighly born, 
Hd ſo by Straws are empty'd heads of Carn. 


rn, 
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Hat there can be any thing more intol- 
lerable than wmmerited Refleftions is fo 
palpably True, that it would be altogether 
im ent to enforce its Demonſtration; And 
although in ſuch a large Community, it would 
he almoſt next to an Impoflibility to expect, 
that everyone ſhould be exempted from them ; 
yer fince the Majority at leaſt moſt be. allow'd 
to be ſo, he muſt arrive to a more than ordi- 
naty Degree of Aſſurance, that ſhould therefore 
JT the /are of the Whole, So that a ſingle 
uppoſe a bad ) Aftion perpetrated by a par» 
ticular Member, is no more to be wet bnl, ta 
the Socjefy, than that the profligate Life of ane 
Perſon ſhould be ſuppoſed ro be allowd of, and 
tollerated by the Religian he outwardly makes 
a Profeſſion of ; which continually explodes 
and detcſts it, ſince he is hourly endeavour'd 
to be unmasked and deteQtcd, by all the Care 
and Inſpettion imaginable. 


I ſhall therefore acquieſce, as ſuppoe it al- 
low'd of, by the Unprejudiced, that each one 
bears the Scandal that is the infallible Reſulc 
of his own particular Crimes. And here only 
obſerve, That the general ObjeCtian to their 
Happineſs is, that they are Yagabonds, Ouz- 

'Þ Collicty . 
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Comers, Ubiquitarians, &e. and conſequently 
think it not improper to affirm, that abftra- 
Qing the Pleaſures, Profits and Qualifications . 
hereafter ſpecified, that inevitably attend our 
ExCiſe-Man ; yet there is ſomewhat more to 
be {aid i his Vindication, and that therefore 
the Objection is naturally Frivolous, Falſe 
and Erroniaus. 


We all know that ſanding Lakgs and Pool: 
are never clear or wholeſome, and thoſe deſtru- 
Qive Fogs and Miſts, which ever proceed from 
them, have always no ſmall i»fluence upon the 
adjacent Inhabitants, whereas thoſe pleaſing 
( becauſe rapid ) Streams, being in perpetual 
Motion, wholly remoyec the Cauſe which in- 
fallibly ingenders their Contagion. 


Again, we are politive, by ocular Demon- 
ſtration, that Trees themſelves cannot poſſibly 
bear ſuch delicions Fruit where they were 
Originally fixed, as when they are tranſplamed ; 
and the moſt bewitching Perfumes are wholly in- 
fenificant, and render mot their Odeurs with- 
out the motion of being rubbed and chafed, 
fnd we alſo all know that the fixed Stars are 
not of that account or cſteem, as tholc that 
have continual Motion, 

But- onr Fxciſe-Man knows an additional 
Rejoynder in his own Vindication, which bc- 

©wen 1.7, ing very pertinently exprellcd 
V. 190, by the Epigrammatiſt, I preſume 
there is no neceſſity of Apologizing for its Oo. 
14197, A 
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«la mihi Patria eſt, «bi paſcor, non «bi naſcor : 
Illa ubi ſum Notus, non «bi Natus eram. 

Iila miby Patria eft, mibi que Patrimonia prebet ; 
Hlic, ubicungue habeo quod ſatis eſt, habito, 


My Country is where're my Bread | get, 
Not where I was Bred, byt where | have Meat : 
Where I am known net Chriſter?d; there I dwell 
(And nowhere elſe) wherever | do well. 
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CISAF. Iv. 


Eforc vie come to demonſtrate the parti- 
cular Excellencies that inevitably attend rhe 
Perſon and Emplayment'of our Exciſe. Han,abave 
the loweſt dregs of Men, 'the Valgar, and the 
Felicity he enjoys, netwithſtanding the ſeve- 
reſt Cenſures of the moſt Critically Cenſori- 
ous ; it nay not be amils to obſerve, that there 
might be ſomething ab nit parti- 
Hxc Herd. enlarly reſpeCting him z For as ſome 
compare his Head tothe Round Hea- 
yens, his Eyes to the Sun and Moon, his Hairs 
to the Trees and Graſs; his Fleſh to the Earth ; 
his Veins to the Rivers, and his Bones to the 
precicns Gems, Metals and Minerals, which 
are the Riches of the Earth ; fo ſome have 
been led to imagine, that his Body was not 
made in all the Geometrical Proportions that are 
or can be thought of, but as a Demonſtration of 
the Excellency of our Exci/e- Man, who ſhould 
make the greateſt uſe of them. 


| For all Numbers and Proportions of Mea- 
1 ſure, whether Inches, Cubits, Feet, Cc. are 

i dcriv'd from the Members and Dimenſons of 

fl Him, ſome few of which may not be imperti- 

| "hr 

t nently ſubjoin'd, 


Firk 


The  Exciſe-Man, t3 


Firſt tlicn, Let v3 jcc how a Cawcle was 
thoughr of z far Jct but the Hands fall ſome- 
what ſtradling a Little with the Legs, the Ex-' 
tremes of thc Fingers, Head and Tors, make 
as exaCt a Circle as you are capable of making» 


ti- with your Uncrring Compalſts, where you © 

he may, if you plcaſe, make the Nay the Cen 

IC cr, 

the 

Ve- Again, A Geomtrical OUAYE 1 4 Supe: fc tal 

Wi- Figme made up of four equal S1d's or Angles : 

ere Now for a Lemoiſtration of this Figure trom 

rti- Maii's Bodv, it is but ſtretching out your 

mc Hands as far and Girettly upon a Hate as pot- 

lea- fible from eacit ſid?, the Body being, exaCtly up- 

airs right, and the Fecr clos'd ropeth.r. 

th ; 

the Laſtly, A Triangle i a Figure comaining three 

uich Sides : Now if the Body be plac'd direCtly up- 

Jave right, and a Line drawn from each extended 

not Hand, to the Fcet enclog'd, it makes an exact 

are Triangle. 

» of 

2uld Several athcr Geometrical Figmes might be 
deduc*d from Hamane Bodies, but ſince Pro- 
I1xity 15 never obliging, and not at all correſ- 

Aea- pondent to-my preſent Deſign, (which wholly 

are aims at Brevity } 1 ſhall now wavc it, and leave 

s of W the curious Enquirer to his further Examina- 

erti- W fion of the ret. 


T hus 
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Thus ab Origize, we find 

His Excellencies were deſign'd : 
Geometry muſt Him confels 

The Cemer of each Happineſs ; 
For as their Patron, Him alone 
The Matbematicks wait upon. 


he Exciſe-Man. 
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{ fr 1 is nothing of Excellency but is atten« 
ded with dif6cnlcy, for where any thing is 
obtain'd without it, it forthwith ceaſes to be 
excellent ;, Could every Mechanick be a Profici- 
ent in the ſucceeding Art:, who would eſteem 
them Excellent? And could cyery H{lterate be 
3 Philoſopher, its excellency would quickly ter- 
minate in a mean Opinion: Could every 1gno- 
rant Ryſtick attain to a perfect knowledge in 
the Mathematicks, its Excellency would be con- 
yerted into Contempt; So that difficulty being 
2n inſeparable Attendant on every Art that can 
proptrlpuaſſume the Epithet of Excellent, it is 
the chiefeſt cauſe of its E/timarion ; whercas 0- 
therwiſe, the Excellency that now deſervedly 
waits upon them, would quickly dwindle a- 
way, and they be render'd wholly deſpicable, 
if not Scandalous, and altogether unworthy 
to be attain'd, much leſs ro be had in the leaſt 
Eſteem or Vencratian. 


For Demonſtration then , that they haye 
dimb'd over the chiefcſt Excellencies that in- 
fallibly attend the following, Arts, we do poſt- 
tively Wffirm, That if an Excellent inſpettion 1 
to the general parts of the Mathematichs will ereare 
etimation, if .m ab/o'ute knowledge of I;lyur and 
De. 
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- Decimal Aritt:metick will produce Commendation : 
Or, if a great proficiency in Geometry will me- 
rit Admiration, our Exciſc-Man claims them all 
by Undeniable Preſcroprion. 


He can tcll you that the Afathematicks in 
General, -rC thoſe Arts and Sciences which carry 
along with them the irreſiſtible force of Demonſtr a- 
tien; which are inſtanc'd in the following Par. 
ticulars, viz. Arithmerich Geometry , Mach, 
and Aſtronomy. 


We cannot exclude him from a Competent 
knowledge in them all!, but muſt aver an cx- 
cellency in the two firſt; And ſhall therefore 
only tel! you here, that he knaws Arithmetich 
to be an' Art of Nwnbering well ; afid if you 
would be fully ſatisfied herein , Conſult the 
Books already expo*'sd by many *Eminent 
Gaugers on it. | 


As for Geometry, he can tell you that it is an 
Art of due proportion or Meaſuring (the Earth) 
and that it contains three kinds of Magnitude 
(according to that Exquiſite Artiſt Mr. Hunt ia 
his Gauger's Magazin) viz., Lines, Surfaces, and 
Solids, Nature nor admitting, of any more; 
Length, Breadth,and Levth, taking up the wholk 
of Space. 


He tells you a Linc hath only Lengeb whoſe 
Foundar;es arc foints; a Surface hath Length 
and 8: e«dth, whoſe #cindar es aig Lines ; and 
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I7 
that a ſolid hath length, breadeh, and depth, or 
thickneſs, whoſe Boundaries are Surfaces. 


He further informs you, that every of theſe 
three kinds of Magnitude is Meaſur®d by ſome 
known kind of AMagnitade, that is Homegenial, 
or like to it ſelf, vjz. Aline is Meaſur'd by a 
line, as one lineal Inch, &c. a Surface by 4 
Surface, as one Square, Inch, &c, and a Soiid 
by a Solid, as one Solid Inch, Cc. 


And when it is kgown how many Lincal 
Inches are contain*d in a Line, Square in a 
Surface, or Solid in a Solid, then is the Quan- 
tity or Content of either of theſe Mapnicudes 
ſaid to be known. 


Thus far in General, and I maſt beg the Suſ- 
pending of your Expectations of Particulars, 
until I acquaint you, that notwithſtanding our 
Exciſe-Man's prudence, oblig*d him not to 
omit the graſping this craical opporriiniry, yer 
he was not Ignorant of the impoſlibility of 
arriving to any allowable probciency in theic 
incomparable Speculations, without a corrc- 
ſpondent Geniut, and natural Inclination z, for he 
knows very well, that what Cicero ſaid of Poe- 
try (and winich himfelf found too true in his 
Intolerable 2 Foruunatam natam me Corſile Ro- , 
nam ) that it was got poſlible tro be a Poet 
by Rule or Precept; fois it here, for without 
an agreeable Inſtinitt, he can never advance to 
any perfection in them, in regard they car- 

L 68 
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ry Demonſtration along with them; and a- 
nongſt all the Hiſtories the world has eyer 
proauced, we can find very few (if any) that 
have p:ov'd themſelves any way eminent with- 
out it; for as they inform us, that as Socrates 
aficr tie bad learn'd the Art of Poeſie by Theos 
rems, yet was he not ever capable of making 
one vcric: Sa cannot we finds the incompa- 
rable Exclid any way famous, take him out of 
his ovn Element, This we fee alſo ſufficiently 
&:monſtrated in ark the Son of the unpa- 
raiield Cicero, who notwithſtanding his Fa- 
tncr's lcvere Injunct ions, admirable«Inſtrutti- 
ons, to.cther with the aſſiſtance of Arhens 
the thcn moſt Celebrated Academy of the Uni- 
veric; yct 1 (ay, not b:ing poſleſs'd with this 
innate tendency, he prov'd in the end but a Sub- 
3:ct of Contempt and Scorn. 


Our Exciſe- Man then finding, this Sufficient- 
ly grafted in him, he Chcerfully proceeds. 


Tho Criticks, like the Dog Snarl as the Stone, 
Condemnimng that which 1s too hard a Bone 

Far their thin Chaps to deal with-—ail withſtand 
Av::ſing moſt, what they leaſt Vnderſtand. 


I had here (according to promiſe) intended 
a particu'ar ExtraCt of his Excel/enczes in the 
preceding Arts, Demonſtrating his Manage: 
ment of Common- Brewer, Diſtiller, and Vitlu- 
aller, ont. 9” the Incomparabl2: 5:eneography of 
the Honourd Mr. E:zcrard, the Exquikte 
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Magazin of Mr. Hunt, the Ingenions Gave ?s 
Prattice of Mr. Ward, and all others who have 
arriv'd to any Eminency in thoſe Inimitab'c 
Qu:iifications : But ſhall at preſent ſuſpend my 
inrentions hcrein, 11 regard I hn4 this part 
increaling too conliderably on my Hands, and 
only hcre obſerve, that were the knowledge 
of mt of his Cenfuring Criricks herein queſty 

oned, their anſwers would he wholly as im- 
pertinent as the Queſtion of the following 
Norctan. 


A young Gentleman in, the time of Popery, 
coming from th: Univerſity, his F:rher had an 
extraordinary defire to know what Proticiency. 
he had made, and in o: der thorcunto dehres 
an Eminent 470% to ſati:fic his Curiofity there- 
in by a Particular Examination, who being 
( no doubt ) very fſcnlible of his own parts, 
boldly 2ccoſts with, 


AM, What wz2s Latin for a Pr::/l ? 

S. Sacerdos, whict: was deny'd, and affirm'd 
to be Seprentia, becauic of his great Wi/domt. 

AM. What is Latin for a Cat ? 

S. Felis, Which was contr-ditted, and told 
Alper, b:cauſe of her Sharp Nails 

4, What is for Fare ! 

S. Ions, but he was vNur'd it was I et34y 
for what can produce more Gladnefls in cold 
Weather / 

A7. What is for Water ? 


! ) 
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S. Aqua, no ſays the Monk, it is Abundantia, 
becauſe of the abundance of it in Sea and Land, 

Laſtiy, he askK*d him what was Latin t:;* a 
Barn ? the Schokar replying Horreun: , Was 
confronted and told Gaudim, for What pBreat- 
er Joy then a Barn full of Corn: Well ! this 
heat being over, the former was applauded for 
his profound parts, and the latter diſcarded for 
his Ignorance; who thereupon took a Cat, and 
tying a Fire-Brand to her tayl, threw her in- 
to the 4onk?s Barn, ang cry*d out, O Sapientia, 
Sapientia, Aſjper currit cum Letitia, C fe wn 
zenerts cum abunaaniia, ninguam mtrabis in 04 
dium tu:m ; who fof petting his Elaborate La- 
tine, was imnmcCiataly ruin'd. 


But not to be Impertinently prolix, I ſhall 
conclude, that kince there x5 nothing of Excellen- 
cy but 3s attended with Difficulty, a5 has bcen de- 
monſtrated, and that fince he has wholly o- 
vercome the ditheultics that wait on the pre- 
ceding, Arts, I mult not ſay he is thcrefore 
Excellent, but 1 muſt ayer (fiat Tuſtitia & ruat 
calum) he merits a far greatcr Charatter than 
he or they delire, but | 


HA.iymoreo Licmus tarmilo jacet, at Cato parye, 
Pompeu nullo, quis putet efje Deos ? 


Licinus doth in Marble Sleep, 

A Common Urn doth Cato keep, 
Pompey's Aſhes may catch cold, 
That there are Gods, let Dotards hold 
GC HAP. 
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i4 Aving ths, wich ell the Brevity imagi- 
navlc, wn over {ome of thole cxtrao! di» 


% 

| nary Qua/rficatiors that attcnd our Fxeijſe-/ Tan, 
2nd his Excellency ;n rhe preceding Arts, 1 ſhall 

| ſ1hgoin fone few Lines 1 1clation to | Is 


| knowlelpe of ſen; for he knows very well, 
tht though the reading of Zookr cannot buy 
be own'd to be extremely advantageous, it 
rightly underſtood, yet hc alſo knows it to be 
whe:ly uſeleſs, without putting the Notions it 


| inſinuates into practice ; Which re-iding of 41er 
conſiſts chiefly ( at leak in my Opinion ) in a 
: regular Behaviour en all Emergencies, that he 
docs not $gn0; anply impoſe on others, and that 


he is not imper; inently 4mpos'd on himfelf: For 
the bare rcaCing, of an allow*d Maxim, is whol- 
ly throwing away thofe Minutes which an 
1 Heathen reckons to be highly culpable(a); O18 
wits reddendam rattonem Cato putat, He might 
yery well bluſh to hear Yeſp<tian tell him , 
, Amici! diem perdias. For It is not to under- 

ſtand, but to perform ; not to know, but cxe- 

cute ; Net to read, but practice, which one 


i 
—_—— 


* 
hk — 


(4) Frordium Fuſtind ad Antoninam [miperatore nts 
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can be.properly cad a Man for; the formey 
being but the Sell, the latrer the Kerndl, And 
as tht Lethargick Soul muſt of neceſiity lic 
wholly faiow tt reads not at all, ſo it muſt 
he naturally conlequc 'ttal, that he nat Cos, 
and exerts nct himictt according to its authen« 
tick Diftates, and vigoronlly proſecute that 
knovledge into Action, lies under an ext. 12- 
2.33C want ol being mar ud, and can be trken 


no otherwiſe than a Contemplative Blockbead. 


Well then! As.tis plain -that ou- Exci/c- 
X1an knows what t> do, ſoalfo is it as plain 
that ke does it toos and that ehis may inft..1- 
libly 2ppear, | ſhall bricfly inſtance in uhe 
ore.cc regard he has to ( that contemn'd, and 
almoſt loſt thing cali'd ) Juſtice, which he 
hourly demonſtrates towards 


(1) The KING, 
(2) The SUBJECT. 


He excrciſ:s the frſt ina continn'd and un- 
ſnaken rideliry, on which 2s neither afettion 
cari prevail, 16 neither mnt Malice [ which ge- 
ner2ily art2nds Mankind ) attempt an altera- 
tion in him: For ( abſtraftine the ruilt of 
thr kciliſh Vice calld Perjnry ) the very baſe- 
icl; of the Attion, and thouzhts of being 
guilty of aviior'd Ingratitude, ( which is al- 
1ow?d to be the very Epitome of all cthc 
GMCs) ſufficiently terrifies him : For a5 lic 
Ve'y well councrs ith what detcitable Iy- 
NON] 
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nominy Humphrey Baniſter lies, for betraying 
the Duke of Buckingham, notwithſtar.ding the 
many Favours the Zkeg had confer'd on him, 
and his Proteſtations of concealing -im. So 
be alſo very well knows what Trophies, and Im- 
mortalizing Fame attend the Aſhes of Hubert 
Burgh (4), who was Governor of Lover Caſtle 
to King John, when Lewis of France came to 
ſtorm it, and take the Town; who finding it 
difficult to be done by Forec, he ſent a Meflen- 
ger to Hubert, whoſc Brother Thomas he had a 
little before taken Priſoner, that unleſs he 
would ſurrender the Caſtle, hc ſhould preſent- 
ly ſee his Brother Thomas pur to death with 
exquiſite 1 orments before his eyes : But this 
Threatning movee not the Fidelity of /7abert 
at all, who more regarded his Truſt, than his 
Brother*s Liſe. Thcn Lewis ſent again, offer- 
ing him a great Sum of Morey ; ncither did 
this move him, tor he had rcſoly'd to preſerve 
his Loyalty as inexpugnable as his Caſtle. 


But this Fidels:y onr Excaſe- Man boaſts of 
In his Duty, implies allo an induſtrious per- 
formance of it; for he is very well fatisficd, 
Lliat t9 be Faithfal, and not Diligenr, is a Con- 
fradiction : For though a Man may be honeſt in 
all he does, yet he 15 7ot Loneſt tor not doing, 
all, and conlequently by his falling ſhort of in- 
duſt: ioully performing, his Duty, he 1:2s under 
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the indelible CharaQter of being UVnjuſt ; and 
he knows that though others may command 
their 7», it being, as they call it, their own ; 
yet he is ſatisfied he cannot, in regard he is 
paid for it, and conſequently becomes ac- 
comptable. 


Befdes, he is not ignorant what Plautw af. 
fures him of, ( for if he had, he muſt not have 
ever pretended to the Name he bears) Qu e 
wuce nuclexm efſe vult, frangit nucem; there is no 
Sweet without its Sweai z 10 Gain without Pain; 
he muſt crack the Nut, that wilt cas the Kernel, 
And alſo what eternal Scandal the Greeks (a) 
lie under by Seneca, that ſpent their time in 
ſuch unprofitable, as well as impertinent Diſ- 
putations, as, How many Kowers Ulyſſes had ? 
Which Homer writ firſt, his [liads or Odyſles ? 
So that they ſpent their Lives laboriouſly in 
doing nothing, their Conccits being ſuch, that 
if they kept them to themſelves they could 
yield them no Fruit ; and if they publiſh'd 
them to others, they would only appear more 
learnedly troubleſom : Or,as Terence upbraids 
them with Quid? Credis dermienti hee tibs con- 
fettwyos Deos? Do you think to lic in Bed, and 
have your work done ? 


To be ſhort z He concludes that theſe arc 
Lcſioas adapred only for thoſe who are ſubject 
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to the Fernla, or Men much more genes, and 
conſequently may be tolerable in «em, but in 
him it would be altogether unpardonable : For 
as ſome Men have ſin'd in the Principles of 
H ty, and muſt anſwer for not being Men, 
ſo he offends if he be not more; Magi extra 
vitia-, quam cum virtutibus (a); No Luſtre is 
expeCted from the minor Stars: but if the 
Sun ſhould not ilwninate, it were a Sin in 
Nature. 


(4) Dy, Browns Yulg. Frey. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Aving thus far confider'd our Exciſc-Man 
as a Seryant, let us now take a ſhort Sur- 
vey of him as a Swbje, aud here weſhall find 
him an abſolute Enemy to the ming (tho a 
great Lover) of the Government ;, For ve knows 
the Perſons as well as the Government of Kings 
to be Sacred, and are not to be cenfur'd by 
every Inſea , that crawls only by the influ- 
ence of their Rays,they being that Primum/Me- 
bile that wholy occaſtons the moving of all In- 
ferior Beings. 

He knows it to be nice and Dangerous to 
think Cmuch more talk) meanly of theſe Earth- 
ly Denies, ſince they are ſiſted from That Cofi- 
mon Bran that wholy mowlds ap other Mortals ; 
He is poſitive in the Excellency of the advice 
a Gentleman gave when Priſoner for not obſer- 
ying it, Vincula da Lingse, vel 1ibi Lingua das 


Que ſupra nos nibil ad nog, is of a long 
ſtanding, and although poten by an Heathen, 
yet its obſervation had ſay'd many Chriſtian 
beads ; he has read Suetonius, and from thence 
tells you, that in the Reign of Tiberius Nero 
Ceſar, a certain Droll, ſeeing a Corps paſling 
by to Burial, he ſtop'd the Hearſe, and lifting 

up 
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upthe- Body, defired him te tell Au- 
guſts,” that the Legacies which he left the 
People were not: yet paid; Whereupon Ti- 
berins commanded him to be brought, and ha- 
ving paid him his dye, Executed him immedi- 
_ ho defired him to tell Avgsſftas fo 
himſelf, 


Thus you ſee the Perſons and Adtions of 
Kings are not to be jeſted«with, ſince Deſtru- 
tion is the inevitable Confequent, which his 
continu'd obſervation of the madneſs and folly 
of it in others, has fully covinc'd him off: Fel;- 
citer Sayit, qui aljeno periculo Sapit::; The beſt 
way of buying Wit, is with other Mens 
Money: He is ſatished the Counrrey Mar 
was very much ia the right in the following 
Story. 


A Perſon of Quality walking the Fields, and 
ſtaying too-long, a conſiderable Freſh increa- 
ſed a Brook ( which he was neceſſitated to re- 
paſs ) beyond its wonrted Limits, and obſery- 
ing a Plowman in the adjacentField, calld for 
the aſſiſtance of his Horſe. Upen which the 
Plowman approach'd, and demanded what he 
was'? The Gentleman reply*'d, He was Sir MH. 
W. And what more? reply*d the Ruſtick, The 
Gemleman ſubjoin'd, That he was Juſtice of 
the Peace, Yeputy-Licutenant, &c. And what 
elſe? fays our Countryman. Why, ia ſhort, 
ſays the Gentleman, 1am alſo Partiament- Man 
for the Colnty. Oh! Are you fo, (fays the 

S 3 Plow- 
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Plownian ) then you ſhall ſtay there for mez 
For 1 will have. nothing to do with State» Af- 
faurs. | 


And as our Exciſe-Man is wholly ſatisfied in 
reJatioa to the Government in general, ſo has 
he full Contentment under his preſent Cir- 
cumſtances in particular ; and thankfully em- 
braces whatever his Superiors ſuppoſe neceſla- 
ry for him. And indeed there is a neceſlity in 
a Man of Prudence for it ; for though wee'l 
allow Merit ought , yet is it altogether im- 
poſſible it ſhould always meet Preferment : For 
as *cis an allow*d Axiom, Fortmitam eft naſci a 
Principibus ;; {0 is it kere, he having ( as is 
before mentioned ) nothing but- his. Critical 
ZAinute for it. Be the Numbers in this 
Age are extravagantly numerous that lie un- 
der an Kquality, and thoſe of Places are no 
way anſ{werable to thoſe of the Perſons meri- 
toriouſly pretending to them; ſo that for him 
to repine, ( who has already attain'd a conſi- 
derable Form in it ) would make him beyond 
the degree of Ridiculous. 


Again, We cannot allow of every Per/or: 
thar thinks himſelf deſerving, to be in reality 
ſo; for though in the 'Sphere he at preſent 
moves in, he does it with an allow'd Appro- 
bation, yet ſince none is ſo ignorant but 
knows, that there is a conſiderable difference 
between Kulzrg and Obeying, the former requi- 
ring a total alteration of the Man from what 

he 


- 
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he was when the latter ; which his Superiors 
being ſenſible of, ( who are much more com- 
petent Judges of Him, than Himſelf) poſlibly 
at preſent think it not for his: Advayzage; 
hence is it that many ingenious Men meets with 
a Stet, But our Exci/e-Man never thinks of 
Advancement till his Commiſſioners do, and 
receives it then with an Ex Mero Motn ;, and 
if they ſhould, his chiefeſt Ambitioa is to 
climb up to their good Opinion, on which on- 
ly he values himſelf: So that he is not intoxi- 
cated with that ambitious Madneſs, as to covet 
that which he is no way capable of perfor m- 
ing- Or, with Phaeton, rather hazard the 
burning of the whole World; than miſs the 
gratifying his wild and irrational Jaclinations- 
He knows Sen, one of the wiſe men of Greece, 
complains of a young Nobleman of Athens, 
That if he could but have pluck'd out of his 
Head the worm of Ambition, and heal him of 
his greedy deſire to Rule, thax then there 
_ not be a Man of greater Virtne than 

And as he is not Anbitto:fly inclin'd, much 
leſs is he guilty of Envying the good Fortune 
of others; nay, though pollibly, leſs deſerve 
ing than himſelf. Envy is defin'd by ſome to 
be the hatred of another's felicity in reſpect of 
Superiors, becauſe they arc not equal to there 3 
in reipeCt of Inferiors , | leſt: they ſhould be 
equal ro them ; and in reſpeCt of Equals, be- 
Caule they arc cqual to them : tut our Exciſce 
Altar, 


4 
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Man, Sorie fua tontentur, envies none of their 


Places, but their Parts and Virmuers of which 
notwithſtanding he becomes a daily Emulator ; 
and ig all other things he follows the Advices 
of the Poet, 


'Aprdiciy Tapsin; 2 27 \efur ming. 


Contented is he with his Lot, 
What ethers have, he covets not. 


But laftly, (which indeed is high time to 
come to) {4X eeds not himſelf up with that 
which is highly i-»probable, if not altogether 
impoſſible to comme to paſs ; and indeed it would 
make. Heraclitus himſelf- burſt, to. obſerve 
what ridiculous Fancics ſome perſons enter- 

nof their future Grandeur, when the p6ſ- 

ility of it is no otherwiſe grounded, than 
that of the poor Prieſ*-, who being asked why 
he was going to Rome from his own-Countrey ? 
Reply*d, It was becauſe the Pope being dead, 
he did not know but that he might be choſen 


Pope 
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Itherto have ie (with all the Brevity we 

were capable of expreſſing ) conſider%d 
our'&.xcsſe- Alan's Behaviour, in relation to the 
KING ; let us nowtake a ſhort Survey of 
that reſpecting the Subject, and that 


Firſt, Tothole under his InſpeCtion. 
Secondly, 1o thoſe whoare not. * 


Firſt, Concerning thoſc under his InſpeQi- 
on, I ſhall briefly infinuare, That our Exciſe. 
Aan, bcing allur'd, that as Juſtice .is painted 
Without Eyes, to demenſtrate that ſhe never 
makes any diſtintion of Perſons, 1o ( as he 
has read oat of Quimilian ) he knows there 
were ſeveral. ges of Judges erefted in A- 
thens without Hands, to ſhew that they ſhould 
not. be corrupted with (4) Bribes. The firft, 
heis ſenfible is-prejudice to the Perſon k 
ing, the /ecend to himſelt, unjuſt in taking, 
and bath Perjuy (b) in performing ; which 
Conlideragion has ſuch a powerful Influence 
over him, that he is even ſhy of a Familiarity: 


PET 
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(4) Pid. Godwin. 
(b) Is juftitia« pans comer, 
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; ſides, he knows if he ſhoald once 
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For though Humanity obliges him to a com- 

on Ref; et Prudenee denies an Intimacy ; 
the Cenſure of the World being now arriv'd 
to that extrayagant pitch, as to draw pefitive 
Concluſions from very uncertain Premiſes. I 
mean a bare word, a cenfirmation of its reali- 
ty, though indifferent in its intention.  Be- 
ove falſe, 
( as he highly muſt if thus guilty ) the odds 
are very unequal, but they will too; that lie 
not under ſuch invincible Obligations: ſo that 
if that Theological Maxim (4), That things 
wrongfully gor, have a very uncertain Aſſu- 
rance, convinces, him not ; yet that Political 
one of Seneca is;abſolutely prevalent, That it 
is a great Fault to believe every. one, and a 
great one too to truſt One (b), which makes 
him in this Caſe to acquieſce with Chaxcer, 
whes he tells us, 


——- As Proverbs do ſay, 
Three may keep Counſel, if Twain be away: 


of Mankind 


For ſince he knows the generali 
frequently verify the Adage of Alterd manu 
fert lavidem, panem oftendit alter, he is reſol- 
yed to follow our Poet's advice, 


| (4) Male partum male difperit. 
(b) Credendum vec omni,nee zulli. 
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| 5 dic mw ahenens efte 
Nil conſcireſibi, nullg palleſcere culpa. Hor. 


Secondly, A5 our Exciſe-Man is not Rigoroxs, 
ſo is he not 7imerows in the execution of his 
Office : The fr/# intimating an immoderate 
Severity, the /aſ# a baie (a) Publlanimity. He 
is not to be biaſs'd by his excited Pallions, nor 
hector'd by Aﬀeronts and Clamor. He con- 
ſiders the Loſer, claims the priviledge of 
Speaking, but not of Prating. He allows their 
asking Queſtions moderatcly, but not making 
Solutions ſcandalouſly : Such Pertons ever cal- 
ling all chings into queſtion, but arc not ca- 
pable of approving any thing ; which Con- 
ſideration leads him to the revembrance of 
the Adage, T hat he that will atow himſelf to 
be a Sheep, mult alſo allow binſelf co be caten 
by the Welves, 


| would not be here miſtaken, as if our Ex- 
c5/e- Man ſhould be guilty of opprobrious and 
railing Terms, generally predominant, No z 
But he - either moderately convinces them 
with the ſevereſt Scrutinies of Reaſon, or (to 
thoſe not ſuſceptible of ſuch ) anſwers them 
ith Silence, He knows ſuch Language bc- 
comes only Bifingſgate , and not any there, 


a 
— — 


(a4) Drgenzres animos tinor argulr. 
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bat the weaker Sex, He concludes it very much 
beneath a Man" (ra mdre an Exciſe-Man ) 
to be-puilty of ſuch\ſcandalons Actions, ſo ex- 
travagzntly contradiftory to thoſe common 
Rules of Civility, he is fo ſtriftly chargd, as 
weil as delires to be obſervant of. ' He is fatiſ- 
Md thoſe who offer ſuch baſe Scurrility, ap- 
pear abſolute Reprobares to every thing that 
can'be call'd modeſt or good, and conſequent- 
ly diipenſe with each Aﬀtion that- exhibits the 
Ep'ithet of Scandalous. He is poſitive the Un- 
diſcerning Crew, being uncapable of ſatisfa&ion 
in rational Anſwers, he will give them none at 
all : ſorhat thouzh he cannot deny but it muſt 
adminiſter diſturbance to the Giver, yet he 15 
reſolv*d it ſhall not to the Receiver : And when 
an Injury is done him,and *tis not in his power 
to revenge himſelf of it, he then difſembles, 
and takrs no ' notice of wt; but when it «, he 
generouſly forgives 3t. He remembers the Story 
of the Earl of Carnarvan, who being in a Cof- 
fze-houſe, and accidentally falling into diſ- 
courſe with a Door of Phyſick, the Door 
told him he ly'd ; The Ear], though a Per ſon 
of much Honour and Courage, withont ta- 
king any offence at it, mildly reply'd; Dotbor, 
1 had rarher take the Lye of you a thouſand 
times, than Phyſich, once. 


and alſo that of Biſhop Ewpcr, who having 
a iroward Wife, leſt her Hinzhand ſhould pre- 
jadice 145 health by his over-mnch Study,when 
he w25 compiling his famous Dictionary, one 
day 
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day ( in his abſence ) got into his Study, and 
took all the Notes he had been *pathering in 
eight years, and burnt therg 5 whereof when 
ſhe had acquainted him, he only faid, Womar, 
thou haſt put me to eront years ſindy more. $0 
that he is reſoly'd that nothing ſhail interfupt 
that Current of Courteſy and Civility he ar 
firſt imblb*d, which he knows, is not punttu- 
ality of Behaviour ; I mean, that which con- 
liſts in certain modiſh and particular Ceremo- 
nies and Faſhions in Cloaths, Geſture, Meen, 
Speech, or the like, is not uling ſuch Viſconr- 
ſes, Words, Phraſes, Studies, Opinions,Ci2mes, 
Oc. as are in faſhion in Courc with Gailants, 
Ladies, Ge. this is a conſtrain'd tormality, 
not Civility ; a complying with the I imes, 
not with Perſons; and varicth with the Age 

or Seaſon frequently, according to the Fancy 

of - mechanick Perſons in thcir 1everal Profeſ- 

lions : whereas the Rules of Civility, founded 

upon Prudence and Charity, arc to Perpetuity 

unchangeable; and conſiſts( a);n not expreſſing by 

Atitions or Speeches any Injury, Diſeſteem, Off-nce, 

oy undervaluing of any other, in being ready io 

do alt” pood Offices , ind ordinary kindneſs for 

another, and receiving no Injuries or Offences 

jrom others, j, &. in not reſenting every Word 

or Action , which may ( perhaps rationally ) be 

interpreted to be D:/ ſteem or Undervalumng, 

,ut, 


(4) Yd. 0b. con Education, 222. 
F 2 Fa 
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Jam ſatis eſt—— ne me Criſpini ſcrinia Lippi 
Compilaſſe puies,, yerbum non amplius addam, 
SET Horace, 


Bnt *ris enough— leſt you ſhould think that 
mine i 
Are Holland's Yolumns, Vle not add a Line. 


The Exciſe-Man. 
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» UT toreturn: As our Exci/c Aſan truſts 
them not with a Serres, fo dare he not 

to venture them 1n rclation totheir Oc: pation 
for Concealments are as natural to a Retailer, ns 
a Cittern is to a Barber, or Burnt-Brandy to 
Matam B—— which rather than mils, he 
would hazard the Plagues of Emrope, or (which 
1s the. ſame thivg ) the we:cy of the French 
King : And, I preſume, it would bes no Sole- 
ciſm, or ( I was going to ſav) an Aﬀeont, ro 
afhrm them terms Synonimous, they eyer reck- 
oning it no breach of the Principles of Honeſty 
to cheat the Exci/e-Man, but rather a Puty 
incumbent to ſecure that which they call their 
own, The reſult of this Conſideration exerts 
his diligence, and conſequently concludes, Qu 
querit wventet, 'He that will have an Hare for 
Supper, muſt hunt in the morning. He knows 
Labour and Diligence to be the Miſtreſſes of 
all commendable Arts, without which, none 
ever yet arriv'd to any Character in the Com- 
nonwealth that may be call'd conſxlerable. 
Scalzger and Aqminns ( two the molb conlide- 
rable Pillars and Standards of Learning in the 
Univerſe ) never got that confderable Emi- 
neney, but by Watching and Labour. And 
Creſw himſelf got not his Riches by | ving 
ill, 
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ſill. Nay, it gives a great addition to its 
ſweetneſs; for as Munzer is the beſt Sawce, ſo 
Labour creates the beſt Palate. 


—— Tu pulmentaria quiere 
Sudandg —— 


Any Meat 
Is Vcn'ton if obtain'd by Sweat. 


Or (1 beg pardon, but cannot avoid it ) the 
conlideration of the Aat's diligence, is no 
{mall Incitement to him, thus deſcrib'd by 
Horace, Lib. 1- Ser. 1- 


— $1 at 
Parvula (nam Exemplo eſt ) magni Formica laboris 
Ore trabit quodcunque poteſt, atque adait acervo, 
Quem ſtruit, haud ignara ac non incauta futurs. 


Tius Enghid by Mr, Brome, 


JuRtlike the Anty(ſor that's their Pattern )ſinall 
In bulk, but great in thritt, who draws in all 
Thar cre ſh: can, and adds it to her fhore ; 
Which the foreſeeing Waat had heap'd before, 
And in the Rage of Winter keeps within, 
To fecd 6n what her Providence laid in. 


It is obſer\*d by the Naturaliſt, that Natu- 
w ml fecut friſirs, and from thence Dr. 
Browne 


The Exciſe-May. 39 


Browne (4) contradifts thecommon Notion of 
the Camelzon"s living by the Air ; for to what 
purpoſe ſhould that Animal be by Nature ſup- 
pid with Guts, Stomach and Tongue, if it 
ted upon that Airy Aliment which has not a 
neceſlity ef,or indeed an occaſion for, them ? So 
to what purpoſe ſhould ſhe have deliver'd a 
Soul into the Body which hath Arms and Legs, 
( only Inſtruments of Action ) but becauſe it 
was intended the Mind ſhonld make uſe of and 
employ them ; and though Alas has the whole 
World in poſleſſion, yet is he oblig*d to bear 
It 100. 


Another Inducement our Exci/ſe- Man has 
for exerciſing this Induſtry, is what he has 
read in Plautws, Videte queſo, quid poteſt pecunia ! 
Aſſem habeas aſſem valeas; He knows a Man 
ſhall be valu'd and eſteem'd according to what 
he hath. He hath read che Story of one of 
the Emperors of 7arkie, when ſome of his 
Flatterers attempting to make him believe his 
Beard commanded Adoration, and waz worth 
the World. Upon which ( to demonſtrate the 
Almighty Power of Money ) he conmanded 
it to be ſhay?d, and ſent to the Market with 
this Proclamation, That the Grand Signior's 
L.eard was exposd to a Partcr; but ( as the 
Hiſtoriaa tells us ) it went not fo far as a Pen- 
ny, and would not buy a Pound of Meat. I 
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cannot” avoid Horace*'s account of its force, 
and if yow'l forgive me this once, 1 can aſſure 
you | have almoſt done with my Fragments of 
Latin, Ce. 


Omnis emm Res, 


 Virtws, fama, decus, divina bumanaque pulchris 


Dyuins parent : quas qui conſtruxerit , ille 
Clarws erit, fortu, Juſtus, Sapiens, etiam & Rex, 
Et quicquid woler. 


Horace, lib. 2. ſat- 3. 


For every thing, Divine and Himane too, 
Virtue, Wit, Comelineſs, and Hononr, do 
Submir their Necks to &iches ſplendid Sway 3 
Which whoſoever heaps together, may 

Be Neble, Y aliant, Juſt, and Wiſe, nay King, 
Or ( if *cwere poſlible ) an higher thing. 


A third Encouragement for our Exci/e- 
Mar': Diligence, is the Conſideration of the 
Matability of all Sublunary Afﬀeairs, and fince 
no Mortal is ſo firmly fx*d but may ( nay fre- 
quently does ) meet with Viciſlitudes, he 15 
certain of a much more uncertainty : For 
though that wheeling Goddels is' not unhicly 
compar'd to the Moon, in her variety of [21- 
{tributions to all, yer to him ſhe js ever in 
her laſt Quarter, immediately ready for her 
wonted Change. Pubiick Places having many 
Mutations incident to them, which miſs all 
other ways of living, and conſequently lic 
waits in a continual expect:tion of it. Ard 
as 
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as he remembers the Advice of Juvenal (a), If 
once a Man falls, all will down with him; ſo is 
he not ignorant of the Advice of Henry the 
Great of France , when having promoted a 
Perſon of low degree to bes Chancellor, who 
thereupon had his own lively Effigies ( made 
in a curious piece of Arras Hangirgs ) ſtand- 
ing upon the uppermoſt part of Fortune's 
Wheel, which he having ſhewed the King, To 
would do well, (aid the King, ts pin the Wheel faſt, 
leſt it ſhould turn again. 


This foreſight of his Diſcharge, is no ſmall 
Spur to him tor the l:ying up an hon<ſt Provi- 
ſioa again£ it, and therctore is not u-mindful 
of the Adages, That as 'tis (+) good to have 
two Strings to one's Bowe, {o is it allo to 
inake (c) Hay while the Sun ſhines. But there 
5a further Conſideration that obliges him to 
an indefatigable Diligence; for if Poverty 
drowns the moſt towering parts, and makes 
even Youth (4) ridiculous, it muſt of necci- 
ity follow, that it mult be the very abſtra& of 
all Misfortunes, when accompanied with Infir- 
mities and old Ape, he being then arriv*d to 
his Ne plus altre, and conſequently to an impot- 
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(4) Yulgus ſequitur Fortunem © olit damngtos me 

(bd) Mus nn uni filet antro—Eral. 

(c) Non ſemper crunt Saturntlis. Sen. 

(d) Nil baber infzlix paupert:s dnjas in ſe 
Rum quo ridicules toaines fatir- 


G {i!, lity 


_—_ 


a bn La rebel SEAS” 


42 The Exciſe-Man. 


ſibility of recovering his negleQed Minutes. 


And he knows that 1ince all Men are not born 
under thole fortunate Planets, as to have a 
Competency procured for them, he is reſoly'd 
creditably to ſecure one, before the vigor of 
his Youth ſball meet with an abatement, this 
being his only Harveſt-time, which he muſt 
wholly depend on in the Winter of his Age ; 
and in regard he remembers it a common Con- 
clulion, 1 hat a young Serving-man is generally 
an old Beggar; he fleeps not without joining 
with the Opinton of Horace : 


Ilic gravem duro terram qui vertit aratre : 
Perfidus hic caupo, Miles, Nauteque per omne 
Audaces Hare qui currwunt : hac mente laborem 
Seſe ferre, ſenes ut in Ovia tuta recedant, 
Aint, quum tibi ſunt congefta cibaria— 
Hor. Ser. 1. 


Thus Englifhed by Mr. Creech ——s ] re- 
member. 


The Soldier fights,the buſy Tradeſman cheats, 

And finds a thouſand tricks,and choice deceits. 

The heavy Plow contents the Jabouring Hind, 

The Merchant ſtrives with ev*ry tide and wind; 

And all this Toil to get vaſt heaps of Gold, 

That they may live at eaſe when they are old. 

When they have gotten ſtore for numerous 
Years, 

They may be free from Want, and from its 
Fears 

Thc. 
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Theſe are ſome of thoſe prevailing Argu- 
ments which induce our E-c1/e-Mar*s diliger! 
performance of his Duty; and not queſtion- 
ing but the meaneſt Capacity apprehends that 
by that word, 1 mean a faithful execution of 
it, as is inſtanc*d before ; I ſhail not trouble 
the Reader with Repctitions, bur ſha!l deſcend 
to the laſt as well as chietcit Argrnent jn- 
tended, and that is, that his great Matter (to 
whom he is reſponlible for his well->cing ) is 
not defrauded ; and though the former Rea- 
ſons may in ſome ſenſe be allowable, yer they 
cannot in the ſtriit Rules of Provbity, unlets 
they meet conjunctively with this. *Its He 
only allows him that Competency he ©11)9OYS, 
by a frugal management of which , he 'may 
not only live without any other dependance, 
but (a) ſecure an A/ylum for futnrity. And 
it would certainly be the higheſt piece of In- 
gratitude ( than which the Heathens (v} rcck- 
on'd nothing worſe ) in him, if he made not 
this his chieteſt Aim and Reſolution, lince /n- 
grate, quits beneficium accepiſſe ſe negat quod ac- 
cepit 5 Ingratme, qui 1d dijſumulat ;, rurſum Ingra- 
tw, qui non reddit : at ommim Ingratifſums eft aus 


oblitus eſt, 


(4) Adie pdrum parvo meznvs acereus erit. 
(b) Ineraum diners 5 omni dixiſti. 
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gem then our Exciſe-Man 1s ſatisfied, that 
the gener:lity of M:nkind (1 mn thole 
conſtant Defrauders ) are what z.cxander wa 
wont to ſay of An:ipater, That outwardly he 
did wear a white Garm:nt, but that it was al- 
ways lined with i urple ; that is, fair in their 
Spcech, but foul j4 theic Aftions. It follows 
then, 23 a natural reſulr of the Premiſes, that 
he <tIv thinrs ot eaic, but works on ; and 
thovgi it may be his chance to ſucceed Induſtry 
it (elf, he concludes not. therefore that they 
ought to be conhided in, fince he knows no Bar- 
ber ſhaves ſo cloſe, but another may find ſome 
work. Neither ſhall the conſideration of their 
having often commuted for it, be any Kemora 
to his Search, they having another Conlidera- 
tion too, wiz. ſome hopes of retreiving their 
former Loſl:s, by continuwd Fallacies. Nay, 
though their refunding has been ſucceeded 
with ſuſſicient Admonitions ot forbearing the 
like Pcattices, yet they wii] not, or cannot 
hear, the former for the precited Reaſon, and 
the latter ( 1 mean ſtill among thoſe common 
Chcats ) for that of the Epigramartf : 


Non potw eft Proclus digits emungere Naſum 
Namqae ft pig Nas wile wallla marns : 


Nin 
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Non vw tle Touent ftermaan;, quppe nec audit 
Sternm mentum tam procul aure jonat, 


Procles wits land his Noſe can never wipe, 

His Hand too little is is Nole to gripe : 

He ſneezing calls nor Joze, for w hy he hears 

Himfclf nous frccze, the lound's fo tar from's 
Ears. 


Icing, thus reſold, he embraces every Op- 
portunity, and Icts not any thing mits him tor 
want of Circumſpction and rs are. on is 
watchtul to an t «cf: » arid if he ſleep, I£ 
a$ the Naturaliffs obterve of the Fare, 4. e. 
with his Tycs open ; for he always conliders, 
that Foxcs when lecping have nothing fall in- 
ro their mouths. 


He is ſatisficd this alone will not be ſuſſi- 
ciently prevalcnt, and therefore has ever an 
Aſliſtznt zncogrutro, Which he tever diſcovers 
but when necc{litared ; and he knows it a 
great piece of Imorudence, ( Y:ud non more 
rals peitora coor Aurt (a) jacra fames? )) as 
well as Irgratitude, not to return a ſuitable 
encouragement; for he that gives thee a Ca- 
pon, ought to have a Leg and a Wing. But 
though he diſputes not the frequent occaſion 
of it, yet he knows there is not a continual 
neceſlity, and thercfore its allowance is agreed 


(4) Virg, 
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on with Reſtriſtions': For notw.thſtanding 
two Eyes is ſaid to ſee better than one, yet he 
had rather (conſidering the predo. vinant Infi- 
de}j cy,eipecially in relation to an Exci/e-Man's 
Scerets ) truſt one of his own, than thrice 
the number that are not, if with a poſlibility 
it can be perform'd without them; and ever 
renembers the Rule, That what thou ganſt 
do thy j-If, rely not on another. 


ur <inner being thus deteftzd, has made 
himiclf ſubject to.the offended Law, and con- 
ic ucntly to the mercy of our Officer, who 
has ever a great regard to diſtinguiſh between 
the Circumſtances of the Perſon and Offence : 
This he makes his chicteſt ſtudy, he ever per- 
ceiving it an eſteem'd Qualification. He 
knows Compaſſion a natural Attendant on Po- 
verty, and it would be wholly unpardonable 
in him ( who ought to be a leading Example 
of it ) not to give an unqueſtion'd Demon- 
ſt:ation of it npon every neceſſitated Oppor- 
tunity. He allows it inlignificant, to offer at a 
Supply from thoſe, who have a daily occaſion 
of begging one He owns it ridiculous, to 
trvgzle for ſatisfaftion from thoſe who cannot 
{ive 1t their own Belly. He is ſatisf\d it is 
highly culpable, warrantably to ſink thoſe 
who are already cruſht, or to offer the making 
himſelf fat, by their lean and inconfiderable 
Incomes. He concludes it very impertinent, 
to patch up h's Fortunes from thoſe, who, to 
his tiand, are out at heels, or to cover himſelf 
with 
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with their Nakedneſs. He denies not but that 
Cruelty is the rigorous effett of an evil-diſpo- 
ſed Will, and the Fruit which is reap*c from 
Injuſtice: And if it is dormant in the canker'd 
Breaſt, he is reſolv'd it ſhall not in bis that is 
ſound. He confeſſes the Offender has com- 
mitted a Faulr, and he acknowledges he ſhould 
commit a greater in not extenuating the 
Mul& : And that it 15 equally ſcandalous co 
expect Impoſitbilities, I mcan, from the for- 
mer in making, and the latter in expecting 
Reparation. He has read, Thar the moſt Ig- 
noble Beaſt is ever the moſt Cruelz and that 
the Noble Lyon paſſes by that ſubmiſſive Prez, 
which the unpityiug Tyger unmercitully &E+ 
ſtroys. The frequent Obſervation of this bn 
others, is ſufficient to make any but him 1 
abſolute Pythagoriar, and allow a Metempſychoy. 
of Panther”s Souls into the Bodies of murh 
more cruel Men : Theſe he abominates, « 
will totally abandon, fince they are not adm 
ted to have an humane Compoſition. 


For Veins of Flint are cvcrywhie diſperſt, 
In ſlender Branches thro his Iron Bret. 


Or, as Withers puns it : 


No Kind ſo Unkind to their Kind we find 
As Mankind wits M.nkind 1 Unkind. 


Yet he knows too, that that which cannot 
be male into Rutter, ni2y tc 21ade info Cheeſe : 
Bug 


. 
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But ſince *cis cver allow'd, that is is as preat 
Cruelty to ſpare all, as to ſpare none, our 
Exciſe-Man is reſolv*d upon his former Diſtin- 
Qtion, and that therefore the Capable are not 
to be thrown into an immediate Oblivion, 
k nowing that thereby he would wholly contra- 
diC the very intentiou of the Law, which ex- 
hibits Fines, Penalties and Forfeitures tn Ter- 
rorer'; Inops Aidacia tia eft, having no rela- 
tici: to him, and will therefore prove a vain 
any aucceſslc's Excuſe: For notwithſtanding 
th: Law pardons tne Poor, ( thar is tacitly, 
becauſe they have nothing ) yet it does not 
therefore to!low that it ſhould forgive the 
Rich, or tiok who have enough, it falling not 
under the-Rules of Oharity cr Compaſſion, 
tO an exact obſervation of which, our Exs1/e- 
Alan lies under an indiſpenſible Obligation. 
Beſides, he ſuppoſes it equally Criminal to 
hurt the Innocent, and to let the Nocent go 
free, where there is ſomething conveniently to 
beſpar'd. He that dances muſt pay the Fid- 
Jer, and he that conceals muſt produce. He 
that mixeg@nuſt pay for it, and then no doubt 
will be witty, beyond the aſffiſtance of Cam- 
bridge or Oxford, lince Wit bought is better 
than Wit tauzht; 1o that as he that confelles 
may be hang'd, 1o he that denies muſt cam- 
mute, 


CHAP. 
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Aving given you ſome few of thoſe Re- 

marks | have made on our Exci/e-Mar*s 
Behaviour towards thoſe under his Inſpection; 
I come now to inſtance his Demeanor rowards 
thoſe who arc not, which ought to be parti- 
eulariz'd jn a treble Capacity, viz. to his S«- 
periors, Equals and 1nferiors : But in regard this 
would occahon a Volume alone, and conſe- 
quently {well beyond the intended Brevity of 
theſe Papers; and ſince alſo many of theſe 
Obſervations would interfere with thoſe al- 
ready deliver*d; I ſhall refer #he Reader to the 
numerous: Books on, that Subjelt, eſpecially 
that Compleat Tra of Edncation of Young 
Gentlemen («), ( which is our Exes/e- Man's 
admir?d and inſeparable Yade Mecum) and 
conrent my. ſelf with the bare hiating ſome 
few he lies under ; - "___—_— of oblcrying, qu«- 
tenus an Exciſe-Mnn 


Let Fortune throw him into what Compan y 
ſoever , he is ſure not to be profane ; he 
kaows it Capital to reflect on Earthly Majeſty, 
and to kave mean apprehenſions, much more 


(4) t'rinted at the Theatre, 
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expreſſions, of that tremendous Arbiter and 
Diſpoſer of us his ſpeaking Worms, that can 
with the ſame eaſe reduce them to their pri- 
ſtine Chaos, as he then allow'd them a Cre- 
ation. I ſay he is ſatisfied, that he who 
thinks there can be no Jeſt, without the addi- 
tion of an Oath, and conſequently the pro- 
faning his Name, who, in a minute, may caſt 
the whole Creation in an Agae-fit, is far be- 
yond the aſliſtance of Helebore it ſelf, it being 
a certain Indication of a confirm®d madneſs: 
And inftcad of the Exciſe, is fit only to be an 
Inhabitant of Poneropolss, a City built by (#) 
' Philip King of Macedon, who having aſſembled 
the moſt profligate Wretches,and thoſe whom 
he imagin'd b:yond the reach of Admonicion, 
put them into this City which he built on pur» 
poſe, and call'd it the City of the Profanc. 


The Spaniſh Proverb ſays, Tell mahis Com- 
pany, and Dll tell you the Man ;, his choice is 
ever for the beſt : For he knows, that as the 
Profane can only afliſt him in his Damnation, 
{6 the Poor can never help him. at all; and 
he concludes, that as either of them are to be 
avoided, ſo is alſo the Company off Fools, who 
can be no way*®ſerviceable towards the im- 
provement of his JnteileCtuals, which he pre- 
ſumes to bz the deſign'd Origin of Society. 
And although his*Place may, inevitably caſt 


'4) Plut. Mor. 
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him amongſt them, yet he is ever upon bis 
Guard, and, with the Perſ6ans, fights flying ; 
and indeed there ſeems a neceſſity of his being 
well arm'd, to clear himſelf of the —_— 
part of the World's Compoſition; and 'it is 
his whole ſtudy to make himſelf a Separatiſt ' 
hereio, for he knows in relation to the firſt, 
that Contamination is an infallible Incident, 
fince the defil'd Fly that feeds on dung; has 
ever its correſpondent colour. Te the ſecond 
he is fatisfied againſt ordinary Company, {ince 
the meanneſs of the Commodity makes it for 
every Bodies money. And in reſpe& to the 
laſt, he concludes, that as it is no advancements 
of his Qualifications, ſo muſt it of necdllity 
immerge thoſe he was ſo happy in before, 
Scandal and Infamy being its inſeparate At- 
tendant z nay, he is ſatisfi:d out of Seneca," Tis 
only keeping Childrens company , who will 
never arrive to Mens eſtate, Naw inter ce- 
tera mala hog quoque habet ſtultitia, ſemper incipit 
viure—— 


He is very ſenſible of the Deference payable 
to theſe who move in an comme Sphere, and 
though in ſtriftneſs he may imagine he does, 
yet he is not ſo extravagantly Ignorant, as te 
ſuppoſe hls Intimacy with the Gentlemen of the 
Countrey wherein he is ſent ( which is wholly 
occakon'd by their Condeſcention) ſhould im- 
ply a parity: He js (it's true) a Gentleman 
by his Place, but they by Deſcent, and he 
knows very well that one Poſt may deſtroy 
H 2 that 
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that Gentility he pretends to, whereas theirs 
admits of a cu. ation equivalent with time it 


- ſelf. He is ſatisfied it lies in the Power of his 


Maſters with or-without Reaſon to reduce him 
in ſtatu quo; Whereas an ext2auation of their 
quality ivppoſes an Impoſſibility : ard that it 
ay be palpably evident that their Circum- 
ſtances no way adm!t of a Competition ( ab- 
ſtratting the certaynty thit attends them, and 
the incertainty that follows him) and conſe- 
quently that a ſubmiſſive regard is perfectly 
obligatary ; he conliders, L hat (as Lis allow?d 
by all) it may ſometimes fall inthe way of the 
mot Indigent to do him a kindneſs, it muſt 
certainly happen often in the Power of the 
Rich to perform that which he will not ima- 
gine altogether acceptable. 


And ſince this cannot admit of a Centra- 
diction, ous Exci/e- Man, of conſequence, al- 
lows of this Regard to be a part of Prudence 
as well a< his Tuty; for it would be an Infal- 
lible Demonſtration of a Soul totally Eclips'd 
that ſhould not offer a ſuitable reſpect to thoſe 
who not only command it by all the Injun&i- 


quently proves thatT enth which gives Life and 
Motien to all inferior Orbs, and is the'effici- 
ent cauſe of the Elevation of thoſe Perſons and 
Parts, by a certaig and progzeſſive Advance- 
ment, that have any way demonſtrated them- 
ſelves meritorious of it. 


Be- 
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Beſides, it has always been obſerv'd that an 
obliging ſubmiſſion and condeſcention has 
been ever- the diſcriminating Character and 
Diſtic&tion of a- Gentleman, for thoſe of the 
greateſt minds and beſt Extrattions, are ever 
the moſt obliging and humble z whersss thoſe 
of the moſt abject Spirits are rhe moſt Inſvit- 
ing and Imperious; Alexander the (4) Great, 
though Terrible in the Field, yer was of 2 
gentle complaiſant Converſation, 'Familiarly 
treating t hoſe about him : Yet Cre/pintes, Nar- 
ciſſus, Nymphidins , and otters Enfranchiled 
Bond men we find intolently Trampling upon 
the Komas Senators and Confſuls. So that a- 
mong ' the lanumerable other Arguments for 
its obſcryation, he pays it, to avoid the Cen- 
ſure of being imagin'd of the Dunghi 
ſtraine. . 


Who likg jo many Empty Pitchers may, 
By the Lugg*d Ears be carried any way. 


I ſay this Humility is {@ firmly fix'd in him, 
that he mizhrt be thought Superior 10 that 
that's Common, for he very well remembers 
the Roman Hiſtory from whence he is aſſured, 
That this winning vertue was ſo Gonſpicuous 
and Charming in Cincirmarus, that though he 
conccal'd himielt by digging in a Garden,it ſent 
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him quickly thence and gave him the prefer- 
menx of Dittator. 


But this ſubmiſſion in his Behaviour to Su- 
periors ought to be carryed much further, it - 
being his Duty in a double capacity, for as jt is 
required from every Perſon in general among 
Chriſtian asWell as FErhbnick Communities z 
he has a further obligation for the Perfor- 
mance of it, I mean the1njunftions and Po- 
fitive Commands of thoſe Commiſſioners to 
whom he is-obligd for his Employment. 
"Tis their reiterated orders to Demonſtrate 
an obliging Complacency to all, but an c- 
ſpecial Submiſſion to the Gentlemen they meet 
with in their admir'd Perambulation ; Nay, 
this particular has been fo often inculcated 
by private Orders and Printed DireCtions, 

at were we not apprehenfive of 'a daily 
neceſſity for its Remembrance, we ſhould with 
Submiſſion imagine it lay under the Guilt of 
a Repetition. This then becoms his Duty 
under a donble Netion, the former as a 
Man, the latter as%an Officer; and for the 
non-performance of the Di&tares 'and Oblig- 
ing Maxims of the Firſt, he will find him- 
ſ:if Diſcarded of Humane Society ; and his 
nezl:Cting the orders of the Liſt, will infal- 
libly Diſcharge him of that Incomparable 
Dependance. Nam Pericala, WLaboresr, Delo- 
70s, Etiam op:imus quiſque ſuſcipere mavult, quam 
drjerere ullam Officii partem. Ciccro. 


CHAP. 
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Ne” although, as was intimated, thoſe 
Gentlemen may be ſo Condeſcending as 
to allow of, and. encourage,a Familiarity; yet 
onr Exciſe-Man embraces it with. a great 
deal of Diſcretioa ard Caution ;z which pro- 
duces a poſitive Reſolution in him, that it 
ſhall not adminiſter 2n occaſion of Negligence 
in his Duty ; to which he has a reſolage re- 
gard, andof which nothing ſhall create a. di- 
minution. He joyfully allows of the freedom 
they are pleas'd to admit of, but” with a re- 
ſery'd ſubſer viency to that 4b/olute Neceſſarium 
- to which he is cemented by all the prevaili 
Obligations imaginable, and he is then (wit 
his utual Submiſſion ) tubſcquently Their. He 
bas read Plmrarch, and from him, remembers 
it was a rem kable Inftance of the Prudence 
of Uliſes, who going intauthe Regions of de- 
parted Souls, would not exchaige ſo muchas 
one word with his Mather there, *rtil he had 
firſt obtain'd an Anſwer from the Oracle, and 
\ diſpatch'd the bulineſs he came abour; and 
then turning to her, he afforded ſome ſmall 
hs time for a few ,Queit:ons of much leſs mamens 
_ and concern. He owns the admittance to he 
no {mall addition to his Reputation, but wh- a 
it intzrteres with the Minutes he is acconn- 
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table for in relation to his Duty, he knows 
too, it is a greats ſubſtrattion -from it, and 
which, as is prerecited, would intitle him to 
the indelible Charatter of being unjuſt. 


- This Conſideration produces a prevailing 
Argument againſt immoderate Drisking, * and 
moderate (Fknow not whether that Word 
can be allowd ) Gaming 4 lince they wholly 
diſcompoſe him for the Duties of the ſubſe- 
quent day. I ſhall not rob my Common-place 
Book for Precepts or Examples againſt them in 
relation to him, ( for it is not our Concern to 
cenſure others ) but cannot avoid the incert- 
ing what Mr. Abwel tells us in-relation to the 
firſt (a), That by the ancient Laws of Spain, 
if a Woman could have proved her Husband 
to have been thrice Drunk, ſhe might have im- 
Theciately pleaded is as a ſufficient Argument 
for a Divoree, And what St. Arguſtine ſub- 
joins, Ebrictas eft blandus Demon dulce venenwun, 
ſuave 'peccatum ;, quod qui habet ſtipſian non ha- 
bet, quod qui facit" peccatum non facit , ſed ipſe 
eft peccatum —— 


| And althongh our Exciſe- Mar, upon ſome 
| emergent Opportunitirs, may be prevail'd 
14 to nibble at the former, yet he eternally ſhans 
| | the latter ; the Inconveniences that inevitably 

| attend it being inmmerable, eſpecially relating 


——— —— 
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to him, who has neither Money or Time, to 


7 throw away upon ſuch an tinaccountable 
Y inipertinent Vice; and ſhall therefore anly 


inkſt with what Scandal and Infamy it was 
branded with by the Antients ( not to que-" 
ſtion whether our Moderns have not. had much 
*- nggecoaſop, as appears by the Law of Au- 


ar relins Alexander Emperor of Romey That what- 
1 »7er Perſon ſhould be takeg, Gaming, ſhould be " 
ry look'd on as a Recorded Framick . as 1.0t having 
4 2 competent diſcretion for Self-governmenr : 
a | And for ſome ſuch Reaſon the Noble. Cobilon 
an being ſent to Corinth, for the obtaining a mu- 
©0 tual League and Friendſhip (a) betwcen them 


h and the Lacedemonians, when be ſaw the Cap- 
-__ tains and Senators playing at Dice, he return'd 

q without doing any thing, ſaying, That be would 
S wot fo much e the Glory of the Spartans, «« 


_- that it ſhould be ſaid they had made a League 
ent} ith Gameſter-, 

ub- 

_ And fince theſe Fices ' ſeem to imply all 0- 


thers, they being ahe Baſis and Foimdation on 
jpſe which all imaginable Enormyties raiſe their S«- 
perſtrufture, -I ſhall not mention any other, but 
briefly incert his Reaſons of Abhorrence again{ 
wy the laſt, which he obſerv'd ont of . the bef# 
) (b) Educator, and the worſt Educated he has 
read; and are 


ting & [I 


_— (a) Corn. Aprip. de Vim. Sin 
(-) Obgdiah Wik. 


Firſt, Tt creates an acquaintance With low, 
baſe, unworthy Company- 


Secondly, Learning from them ſordid and 
anmanly Arts, as Sharking, Cheating, Lying, 
Equivocating, Which is by them-calld"Qur. 

, witting. h 


Thirdly, Loſs of Time and Money. 


Fourthly, .Great engagements of the Paſ- 
ſions, which is the moſt effeCtual and ſpeedy 
means to ohlitefate any good Thought, and 
introduce the® Superiority of the Beaftial 
Part. | 


Fifthly, Learning, or at leaſt patiently en- 
during thoſe abuminable Swearings, Curſings, 
Blaſphemings, &c. 


Sixthly, Danger from other Mens Paſſions, 
the general Reſale of Play-quarrels, being 
Murders, Duels, &s. 


And in fine, Ef Ars Mendaciorum, Perjuri- 
orum, Purtoram , Litium, Injuriorum , Homici- 
diorumque Mater : & eſt, vers maloruni Pemonim 
IHVENIAM, 


Another Cantion our Fxci/e- Man obſerves 
on the Friendſhip of his Superiors, is, That it 
{ati not adminiſter an occalion of diſcovering 
a Cons 
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a Concealment, I \mean of diſcloſmg «_ Secret ; 
and therefore he is ſure of cver-following the" 
Rule of Pyvhagoras, which was, to check the 
too early Loquacity of his Scholars, by impo- 
Ind ſing on them hve years lence from their art 
ng, | Admiſſion. And *cis* obſervable, that Nature 
ut- 4; has given us/two Eyes and two Ears, and but 
F one Tongue, ( and that doubly harracadow'd 
dy Lips and Teeth ) that we might hear and 
ſee at leaſt twice as much as we ſpeak, He knows 
it would be the higheſt picce of Injuſtice to 
n declare that, which was not only attended 
dy Þ with an Jnjunftion, but a promiſe'too of a Re- 
nd ſervatiw. He*finds how infamous and ſcan- 
lal dalous it was among the Romans, to be call'd 
Homo Rimarum ; and particularly remembers 
: that Heroick Anſwer of dctelius their Gene- 
Ne ral, who being ask'd, What his next Deſign 
4 was? Reply*d, That if he thought bis Shiv t was 
privy to any part of his Conncel, be would tmme- 
diately pluck it off and burn ut; And though 
5, their Cpirol was preſerv'd from the Gauls by 
1p the Geeſe that fed therein, yet conld they not 
be perſuaded to carry a Gooſe (4) for their 
; Shicld, by reaſon they were an Emblem of E- 
1- ternal Prating : And he is very well aſſar'd, that 
b- the Divulger of a Secret deliver'd by a Friend; 
a ( eſpecially a Potent One ) will be imagin'd 
the ſame as a Treaſonable Diſcovery to a 
Prince, Who always loves the Treaſon, but ever 


g 
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hates the Traytor : And conſequently, will find 
it attended with as direful Effefts ; which 
makes him ever ſhy of recciving any, and con- 
ſequently confirms him in the Opinion, that it 
was well ſaid by (a) - Philippides the Comedian, 
who being ask'd by King Ly/rmrachur, What he 
delir*d might be imparted to him ? Reply'd, 
Any thing bus a Secret. 


But as he is far from declaring Secrets, ſo he 
is much further from a Repetition of the molt 
commen Converſation : for there is none that 
has travel'd a days Journey, but knows very 
well, That a Gentleman may expreſs a merry 
Reflettion, without meaning any harm; whole 
Repetition would not only create an everlaſt- 
ing Feud, and an immediate ſeparation of the 
moſt intimate Friendſhip, but has arriv'd to 
the degree of Murther it ſelf : Such a-loqua- 
cious Perſon merits not the protection ef any 
Civil Government, but a dweking ( pardon 
the word )) among the moſt Barbarows Infidels, 
if they would be ſo unwiſe and unhappy ro re- 
ceive Him ; ſo that herein he wholly remains 
in the Opinion of - Themiftocles, who being of- 
fer*d to be tanght che Art of 4\cmory, reply'd, 
' He much more admir'd the Art of Forgetful- 


neſs. 


His obliging Zehaviowr, and charming Mein, 


| — — 


(a) Plutarch's Morals. 


being 
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being univerſally diſtributed, he'is fore to a» 
void the eſpouſing any particularParty or In- 
tereſt; the Inconvenitences of which are {6 
extravagantly numerous, that they are far be- 
yond the Arr of Rhetorick to diſcover : Fqr he 
15 afſux'd vpon their Reconciliation, (which 
cannot be long derr*d )'to find them both 
unanimouſly join'd to further His premdice 5 
as the preſum*d Orivine of their Separation, 
and declenſion of that Native Intimacy which 
otherwiſe (they pretend ) might bave mer 
with an Eternal Cement, for waich Reaſon he 
ever ſhuns ( thovgh frequerſtly provok'd to ) 
that cowardly Vice, Detraction : For belides 
that it is the Reverie of Chatity, (the whole 
delign of the firſt being to conceal, as well as 
that of the laſt, to diicover the Excellencies | 
of any ) he can conclude nothing his own 
that has been once expreſs'd, and conſequent- 
ly ſpeaks well { or nothing) of thoſe who 
no way merit it; and cloiſtzrs up thote Sen-, 
timents he Tonceives may admit of a miſre- 
preſentation, or diſobliging conſtruction, 


This Ccnhideration mnſt alfo induce him to 
reſolve, That notwithſtanding his prevailing 
Circumſtances cven neceſſitate him to a large 
Acquaintance, yet he is poſitive in his paucity 
of Friends, ( and thoſe choſen with the molt 
mature and iedate Deliberation and Judgment 
he 1s capable of ) {fiace they may inſenhbly en- 
tanple him, and irrecoverably twiſt him 1a 
their Qnacrels, This {ewneſs he obterves has 
beeg 


dg 
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) . been highly recommended to him by the Ar- 
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tients, fince'ar the moſt they never mention'd 
them but by- (4) Pairs : Thus Niſue and Uria- 
lus, Fergules and Fiylas 5; Achilles , Patroclus ; 
Pilages, Oreſtes ;, Tir, Geſipprs, with innume-« 
rable others : So that though a Friend is @ /0- 
ciable Creature, yet he affects not an Herd 
and his being bſually calld-and eſteem'd another. 
Self, is a convincing Argument that the Num- 
b:r 1 WO, is the adequate and compleat mea- 
ſure of Friendſbip : For as Briarew, who with 
his hundred hanvs, was daily oblig'd for his 
barc ſubliftance, ® feed Fifty Stomachs, could 
thrive uo better than our ſelves, who ſupply a 
ſingle one with T9; fo noone of many Friends 
can boaſt of any other Priviledge, but that of 


FP being a Slave to many, and an equal Sharer in 


all their Niſquietudes. 


[ know this Paucity has been ſufficiently cen- 
ſur'd by many, eſpecially in the Exciſe ; it be- 
ing (as they object) abſolutely neceſſary, that 
an Officer have many Friends, if it be only to 
keep him in, or reinſtate him wpon a Diſ- 
charge : But if it be confider'd, that the ma- 
nagement of this Revenue lies wholly in the 
hands of thoſe who are poſitive in their Reſo- 
lutions of eacourazing Ingenuity, and that Me- 
riz only ſhall recommend any to their good 
Opinion ; I ſay, if it be coniider'd with what 
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extraordinary Vigor they have-turn'd off and 
expung'd the Ignorant and Diſhopeſt; even a- 
gainſt a prevailing Intereſt; no Man that is 
endow'd with the contrary Qualification, need 
doubt a Preferment from thoſe who Have ever 
elteem'd that the only Recommendation.® 


However, if upon diſtance of Place a Sol- 
licitor may be thought requiſite, I ſee not why 
he may not appear under the Notion only ef 
an Acquaintance, and canſequently our Officer 
is no way neceſlitated to make an acdition to 
his confin*'d Number of Fright which com+« 

altogether Sacred. 


mands an Intimacy tht is 
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» CHAP. XL 


T- HE next (though chiefeſt ) Particular 
aur Exci/e-Max reſolves on, is, that he 
runs not in Debt ; he is ſatisfied that thoſe 
extravagant Expreſſions of Friendſhip hz finds 
In his preſent place of Reſidence, meets with 
a correſpondent duration, and continues no 
longer than' fBlmfelf, a remoye -of 20 Miles 
making it to vanilh, as ﬀ they had been ſtran- 
ger than ſtrangers, and utterly unknown be- 
fore; for he that but a Cay fince ſaluted him 
with—SIR, YOUR MOST HUMBLE 
SERVANT, I ſhould be extremely Ambitious 
of ſeeing you at my Houſe , where you will find 
a Glaſs of as good, though I ſay it, as any in 
Town, whdlly devoted for your Service ; Why 
don't you come to my Shop ? I proteſt Ple uſe you 
' wery kindly, I will not deſire to get a Farthing 
by you, Try me for once: I have often admird 
at yur great ſtrangeneſs, your Predeceſſor and 1 
were extremely intimate, and 1 ſerv'd him with 
the befl Clath, Stuff, &c. the Comntry could af- 
ford, rho«gh there w 4 ſmall Reckgning . between 
w till, an inconſider able Drib remaining ;, yet if 
1 never ſee him again, "tis not the firſt Loſs 1 
; bave had —-— But pray where #« he-——-IT am ſure 
he came t1 Town cl-d in window'd Rags , which 
aemornſtrated him to ſpi ng frem an Illuſs rio 
ov/e, 
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fal Raſcal, 4 I at 1/14 Beogarly Felluw. 
fine, reitcrates with all his Elocution, thc Rhe- 


be Exciſe-Max. 
Houſe, the Sun ſbining through, him. Nay , be 
wa ſo bare, that a Lowſe might haue bra be 
Meck, from the beſt Suit in his p;ſſeſſiow ; where- 
« 1 truſted bim in meer Civility, when ho Body 
would : And my Kindnefſes were ſo exceſſive, 
that I wow I got not a Penny by him, 1 letting 
him have my Goods as they coſt me 0ut of my own 
Pocket. His Wiſe to) had many thin as UNR01018 
to him, and was (0 ungenteel as t9 go away, and 
never take hex leave: Bi that [mail Sus; 
Wife lent hey 111 ready AMyey , VE.CES IFC realy 
more than all the res : For Gol"s ſake, Sir, wien 
did you hear from them? Can you pi in 4 
pay? I declare the befF Cline in Tom are [0 
very much at your Service, that 1 ih (ond for 
them immediatcly., 


I ſay, He that but juſt now almir'd eva the 
ſhadow of your Shce-ſtrings ; ray, tht conld 
never bc himlſclt, or cnjoy che lcall SatistzCtion 
upon your Abſence, and ſo much doated on 
your Perſon and Parts, that he was ever ſure 
to ſecure you at leaſt for a Sundays Dinacr,he 
certainly finds now to accolt him with Ungrqiee 
A nd, 1 


torical Flouriſhes he was graciou'ly pleas'd to 
beſtow wpon his Predeceſlor. A!l this being 
the Reſult of one of his Three Fundamental 
Points, which he ever eſteems 45 Sacred. The 
firſt is, bccauſe he ſuppoſes it an Impoſſibi'ity 
now to get any more from him, The ſecond 
iS, begauj- they think it their Duty to load the 

P Ik aint 
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abſent Exciſe-Man with all the ſcurrilous Re- 
fleftions their quaint Parts are capable of ex- 
preſling : Or ( which is certainly his ſecureſt 
Reaſon ) becauſe he took not up his conſtant 
Diſcharge upon every individual Payment, 
without which, our Ex@/c-A1an concludes it a 
Doomſday-Bcok,, and himſelf therefore ingeter- 
val danger: For this he is certainly affur'd of, 
that His croſſing the Book is no diſcharge of 
the Debr, ſome keeping two Books, and one 
of them fairly Seven Years after he has ſeen 
Put in execution, upon his having no Acquit« 
rance, or upon the bare preſumption of its be- 
ing loſt : Burt this being deteCted by its Pro- . 
duftion, it would make a S:o:ck bnorſt to hear 
his Excuſe ———- 


1 Vow, Wiſe, this Idle Bry, this Raſcal of 
an Apprentice of ours , has certainly abus'd thu 
- Hone#t Gentleman; I am ſure I remember ſome- 
thing of it, he or you, my Dear, have forgot to 
C1 */ the Book, ang conſequently have neceſſutated 


me to commit an Inciility, which I was never 
thown ( 44 all my honeft Neighbours can atteſt ) 
1d Perpetrate before. 

FA oof J 


The Reſilt of the whole is, That our Ex- 
ciſe-Man is cven afrighted from being Laviſh 
in his Expences, and therefore is ſure to exer- 
ciſe a ſn'tahle moderation in them ; for he 
knows very well, That although the Goddeſs 
Dian gave herctofore, in the City of Epheſus, 
to ſuch Debtors *s could fly into her Temple, 

Freedom 
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Freedom and Protection againſt their Credi 
cors, yet he knows too that Her Power ha- 
ving met with a Cellation, there remains not 
an Aſylum for him, but a Ludgate or a Comprer. 
He has that poſtiive regard to the worth of a 
Penny, that nothing but Neceſſity ſhall extort 
it. The Miſery, nay the Pleurily of Griefs, 
as well as the Scandal that always attend irs 
Want, are infallible Arguments for him to be 
more than parſmonious. A prudent Frugali- 
ty is recommended to all, but to him even Co- 
vetouſneſs it ſelf cannox be accounted any 
Crime, ſince he has a Regiment of convincing 
Mortives to it that do not any way concern the 
iclt of Mankind. And as *tis obſerv*d that 
there are particular Cates ordain'd by Nature 
as peculiar to the Temperaments and Conftitu- 
tions of the particular Inhabitants of that Cli- 
mate under which they are fix*d, ſo he ſatil- 
faftorily embraces an Earthen Cup, as molt 
agrecable to his Mold, and never aims at thoſe 
(to him ) infipid , becauſe gilded Fopperies, 
which terminate 1n a Gaol: » 


For if hws Drink but a cold Moifture have, 
No other charming Qualities doth crave 
And with a rich Contentment can reſign 
To others all th: Pleaſures of the Vine. 


But knowing that the enlarging on this Toe 
pick, would interfere with what tas been, as 
W:j] as what's to be aid, 1 ſhall here reduce 
K 2 the 


_- 
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the whoic, ard-conclude with Two Parti- 
Culare. 


As a Man, he knows what Nature, by the 
ſmzlnc's ot his Mouth and Throat, has en- 
tro'tc3 with him, that he ſhould cat but little, 
and has therefore given a correſpondent place 
of Reception ; and, as an Officer, he is advis'd 
by Providence to devour leſs, conſidering the 
Scantneis of his Fortunes, and (which 1s 
more ) the frequent Viciſſirudes that inevitably 
attend them, an Ordinary therefore of 8 4. is 
eſtecn'd by him Extraordinary, and he ever 
departs with the ſame Satisfattion, as if with 
Hel ogabalrs, he had impoveriſh'd the Seas, diſ- 
pevpied the Air, and wholly cxtirpated the 
very Species of all Terreſtrial Animals, to gra- 
tify 2 (enfu2] and inſatiate Palate, and there- 
fore very much prefers a Dinner with Camil- 
lis, or the Cur, before that of a Beſtial -and 
{ntemperate Sardanapalus—He knows it would 
beRidiculous in him to be Nice, whoſe Pru- 
dence expects a daily Revolution of #2 Statn 
go; And he is ſme to perform himſclf what 
he finds commanded in Sctonires by Julie Ces 
tar, who, to repreſs extravagant Diet, not on- 
iy ir a Guard npon all Butchers Shops,Cc. but 
ſe:it 1;ts Cflicers to particular Houſes;z to take 
away ( thouelr at their Tablcs ) ſuch- Diſhes 
as Either £1:4p*d them, or were cſleem'd ſuper- 
and that even from thoſe who were 
Q'13i'ic for the greateſt Attiirs. of State, and 
C1113 
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this he concludes obligatory from him who has 
nothing certain but uncertainty. In ſhort, his 


Table is not furniſh'd much urflike to what the 
Poct deſcribes of Oberon's : 


A little Mufhrome Table ſpread, 
Whoſe Viand"s bus of Barley Bread ; 
Or Tellow Corn of Parkie Wheat, 
With ſome ſmall Sandy Grurs to eat. 
His choice Bits with and in a I rice, 
He makes a Feaſt leſs Great than Nice ;, 
And willingly takes what is ſent, 

He crowns the Grace-Cup with Content. 


The ſecond Exceſs our Exci/e-Mar”s Pru- 
dence commands him to avoid, is that of Ap- 
parel. And here | ſhall not play the Divine, by 
offering thoſe convincing Arguments and pre- 
vailing Motives, which engage all Mankind to 
a ſtri&t obſervance, it being much above my 
Province : But ſhall only inſinuate ſome few 
Notions which peculiarly relate to him, to 
keep within ys proper Bounds and Limits,and 
which even neceſſitate him ro a Compliance, 
by all the Obligations imaginable. Our Ex- 
ciſe- Man remembers it is no ſmall Addition to 
the great Charater of Avgr/txe Ce/izr, when 
it is recorded, That he never wore any thing 
about him bat what was Home-made, ard ol 
the ſpinning of his own Family ; and he can- 
not think It a Diminution of his Cicdir, that 
Lis Ailire fvits with lis Circemitauces, which 
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are plain and ſimple, He knows how ridicu- 
lous he muſt prove, if, with the Bird of Para- 
dice, his Feathers ſhould be much more valu- 
able than the Carcaſs ; or with the Cinaman- 
Tree, that the Bark only is eſteem'd, and the 
Tree it ſelf of little or no uſe. A tolerable 
Gayety in others, would be altogether intole- 
rabte in him; and his only Ambition is to 
front a Winter, and arrive to the Character 
of Decent. He knows that Credit is compar'd 
to the Chaſtity of a M—which, if once 
broke, is ever after Joſt ; and, if not kept up, 
is like a Palace, which for want of Repair 
falls to Ruin. And as it is his chief deſign to 
ſecure it, ſo he knows there is ao way for the 
exa@® performance of it, but to cut his Coat 
according to his Cloth, by which he knows 
he ſhall be diſengag'd from Dependance, and 
lying at the Mercy of the Mercileſs ; for Pro- 
vidence has given us Frize, and courfer Gar- 
ments, when our neceſſitous Circumſtances can- 
not, or may not aſpire to Sattins, and all to 
continue us in our priſtine Liberty and Free- 
dom : For bekdes the Scandal and Univerſal 
Cenſures that; muſt attend the dreſling be- 
yond one's Quality, the dread of heing re- 
{ponſ{ible in a Gaol fufficiently deters him; A 
place. which # the Grave of the Living, the Houſe 
of micapger 1.60ks, and deſtruttive Smells ; a place 
that teacheth Wiſdom much too late 5, the Durchil 
of the Law, where the Euines of the Gentry, and 
heaps of dicay'd Bankrupts inſeparably mees. In 
fe, 
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fine, *ris the Unjverſuy of (a) poor Scholars, where 
only Three Things are ftudied, to Pray, Curſe, and 


1- 

» Write Leiters. 
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* UT ſtay Apollo with your Sacred Nine, 
d If Pow'r ye have deſcend, 

= And your Aſſiſtance lewd ; 

D, If as ye boaſt ye are Divine, 

ir Inſpire with an uncommon Line 

0 ( Uncommon! Nay, your chiefeſt Excellence, 

1c Your chiefeſt Eloquence ) ; 

it That it might with the SubjeCk equally rranſcend. 
vs 

d Il. 

4 E that neve Pegaſus beftrid 

1 May ſbew his untaughs Shill ; 

o And be that never did 

bs Aſcend the, Sacred and admir'd Hill, , 
11 Aday ſometimes ſtumbling mwitily rehearſe 

= The Excllencies of the Unwverſe ; 

bs For he that trots in Proſe, may ſurely walk in 
A Verſe. 

le © 

1; bf 

i (a) Anonimus, 
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H Ence then ye ſweating Pleaſures of the Plon 


Fhat only Labour know, 
Who Cheveron their Mother Earth, 
And by their Furrows cannot grieve, 

Like Nero, they behold their place of Birth, 
And thus exclude 
Filial Gratitude, 
As neyer to believe 

That ſhe muSt them again receive, 


IV. 


A Dieu ye Toyling Sons of Trade, 
& That only the Curs'd Plague of BuYPneſs find, 
No Cultivatins of the Mind, 
When' all the Arts they want 
Which yet we caxnos grant, 
Are Impoſitions on the Ignorant, 
Toeſe Statute-Slaves are made; 


V. - 


H Ence ye Alarms of the Vermilion God, 
Farewel the Crimſon Shield, 
Ard the loud Aftions of the Field, 
T nat lay the greedy Duit with drops of Blood, 
Biyje excellence abounds 
In arcadful Sounds, 
Ard Summum Bonum #& in Wo:1:s 
VI. Wir/: 


4 
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VI, 


\ y Hile with inventive Brain 


IV: muſt advance to an Harmonou Strain, 
And ſmce the Smbjett doth inſpire, 
We any the E X C ISE admire, 
Where Bugneſs, Pleaſurc, Wit agree, 
As if the Three 
Here met with their admir'd Monopoly, 


————I— — ——— — - —_—  - ._—— 


CHAP. 


XIV. 


tus have 1] hinted to you ſome few Re- 

marks in 1clation to our Exciſe-Man's 
Qualification: in the AKTS and ME N, | 
ſhonld nov d:monſtia'e his Exceſlency tin the 
ko dge of tne LAWS; without which, he 
Is : t- fied he 1s like thoſe who are eternally 
m-”{.,124 --Þ in Blindneſs, and are wholly ijgno- 
rant hcw to dircet their motion, fince they 
know not wh.n thocy err. He knows this to be 
the certain and iwutallible Guide, and to be ig- 
norari.t hcr-in, impiics an Ignorance in all. 
The Law is like a fecond Sur, which enlightens 
hi; Read, and hercby wholly creates a Proprel- 
lion, wich is both fafe and pleaſant : This,is 
it that j;. ocures an 114 2nnted Bolenefs in the 
projec 10 of his Unjinſs; and this is it that 
ſecures h11.1 $: om rh: treachcrons deſigns of the 
molt malevoien:; fo that he is ever found an 
Inieliettus Aves, ell he hus plan'd thoſe knot- 
2y Points which {ccm'd to be his only Rubs,and 
reſts 0. wth the lealt ſatisfaction, 'til he has 
made thar Corgaeeit which ſhould not admit of 
another Raty : Eur for the prereciged Reaſons 
all at preſent wave Particulars, and deſcend 
to demonſtrate fome tcw of thoſe Excellencies, 
2* well as leaſes and Advantages, that inevi- 
tably 
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tably attend the Employment of our Exci/e- 
Man, and conſequently ſhall bring him from 
his Srudy, and trace him abroad in all his ra- 
viſhing Felicities. 


The firi# - Advantage then, which I ſhall in- 
fiſt on, that follows our Exciſe-AMan's Profef- 
fron, is, That it is not to be purchas'd with 
Money : They have a Competency ( at leaſt ) 
without paying for*t, a confiderable Income 
for nothing expended , and a Fortune very 
much above that which can be term*d Mean, 
for ſeeking it. It has been ever held, That 
nothing can be done without that glittering as 
well as bewitching Oar, Go!d, which is 14:4 to 
be that General Charm, which nothing can ve- 
fiſt ; that abſolute Neceſſarum, that rothing 
can be begun or perfected without it. In ſhort, 
It is allow'd that there cannot be any living, 
without that Saint- ſeducing Metal, which we 
here find perfeCtly contradictory z Our Exciſe- 
Man taving a Compleat Maintenance without 
Charoe ;, a Sufficiency without Dependaxce ; and 
2 pleaſant Subſiſtence without a Bribe., 


But ſecondly, lt is confeſs'd that Poverty de- 
jects the moſt Ambitious T honghes, znd he raxar 
before could with Ov14*s Gyants (a ), hive 
it»wm'd even Heaven it ftelf, appears now the 
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molt contemptible on Earth. He that could 
charm the World with the moſt Rhetorical 
| corp imaginable, and, with Amphion, cap- 
tivate and intrance the Dulleſt of Souls, is 
= -rtinath mute. And he that juſt now 
Uluiii d at the thoughts of an 1Z An, fears 
nor (a) now its Perpetration , with all its 
Orcatiul Concoritants, On the contrary, it 1s 
acknowledyd, That Abundance and Contentment 
are very rarcly you'd, but Care is ever their 
nicparable Paye; for whoever 1s poſlels'd 
with t, is cither perplex'd with the Avarice 
of acqui: ing more, 01 the extrayagant trouble 
of fecu: ring that already in their poſſeſſion, fo 
thit we find a Mean the moſt cſtimable z for 
Extreams have violent Ends, and in their 
grearclt Glory are deſtroy?d, fince like Fire and 
Powd:cr, they are no ſooner met but are Con- 
fur?d : Aud as the moſt ſtately Hil!s produce 
but 1:uule, and arc parch'd by the too near vi- 
Cinity of Fhabuss ſcorching, Rays, ſo muſt we 
gn, t1zt tholc Yalicys arc but barren, whoſe 


Giſt::nc. trom his reviving beat we find to be 
extraordinary; fo that they are as fics thax 
fit} (1H Vo 'Ti LUU 1/44 oh, 425 thc y that ſtarve with 


zobing; and coniequeitly we may conclude, 
Thar :S thc Eaſt and Weſt upon the Globe arc 
diviccd only by a Matrematical Point, fo Hap- 
pies ard Nilery with all Extremes are il 
Contiguous, a dican was ever held the (afcht : 
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And he was no Fool, that wiſh'd his Fate had 
confin'd him between an High-Conſtable, and 
a Juſtice of Peace, that he might cnjoy a per- 
fedt Mediocrity ; for the Rich are expoy'd to 
the Envy, and the Poor to the Contempt of all. 
This is our Exciſe-Mar's Felicity, who having 
neither Poverty or Riches, cannot” be dejetted 
by the former, nor pufted up with the latter, 
This is our Exc:/e-Man 5 happineſs, who bring 
poſſeſs d of a xwruc Mean, is above the Plague 
that Penury attends, and bciow the gilded Mi- 
ſeries of Grandure, who having the delir'd 
Competency, is not troubled with the Afſiicti- 
ons of the fir5!, nor afiicted with the Troubles 
of the {a#?, 


This then being that ſtate of Life which 
has bcen ever coveted by all the rbinking part 
of Mankind, we cannot deny but our £xc:/c- 
Man fully enjoys : And thongh his Fifty is nof 
Five hundred, yct he is ſatisfied the difference 
15 but a Cypher, Which he reckons of no value, 
eſpecially tince it exhibits not ( that which 
every one ſcems delii ous of ) Ceonerntment, wp- 
on which Conlideration he h2th a preat revard4 
to and yalue for his Employment, and confe- 
quently doth wholly acquictre ig the Coifiign 
of Horace, Lib, 2. O: 
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Wiſe they, that with 4 cautions Fear 
Not always thre the Ocean ſteer ;, 

Nor, whil#t they think the Winds will roar, 
Do thrutt too near the Rocky Shoar : 

To thoſe that chuſe the Golden Mean, 
The Waye: are ſmooth, the Skjes ſerene. 
They want the Baſeneſs of the Poors retreat, 

And alſo th' envy d Houſes of the Greas, 
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Proceed to the Third Advantage that attends 
him, which is Travel; the Excellency of 
which, and the great Excemi 475 ON 18, may he 
{ufRiciently ſeen in almoſt innumerable othe1 
Books : For therc is ſcarce any of our Yoyager:, 
or Foreign liinerants, that have exhibited any 
thing of Memorables to the Pwblick, but have 
largely Cil-rted on it, and ſome of them with 
that bewitchivg Language, and captivating, 
Arguments, tliat they have directly charm d 
many Proſely:er, who finding, its Reality con= 
firmd by Ocular Demonſtration, bave aſſerted 
again the like to others, who are thereby wil- 
lingly engag d to the ſame Performances, and 
{0 ad infinitnn. 


[ ſhall not expatiate upon every particular 
Advantage that immediately attends it, as the 
procuring and continuing #ealth, Rerding of 
Mex, and tlie remarkable Obſervabics they 
continually mcet; Nor the ſeveral Pleaſures 
thas infallibly attend them, they having no 
rclation here, and beſides too troubletom in 
the Tranſcription : But ſhall only obijcrve, 
they generaliy have made that of Foreign the 
greateſt, if not the whole SubjeCt of their P- 
negyricks, Which has been ever Wita me the 
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great ProduCtt of Admiration, to ſee a Spark, 
after many years Travel, to the extravagant 
Expencs both of Money and Time , to have 
tearnt nothing but to Swear hand/omly, Wh— Þ pl-a 
genteely, and Drink compleatly ; and, if they bad I ille 
ever any thing, forgot that, and return much KF and 
worſe than they went, for want of a prudent nd 
management of their Time, and improvement 


of it by a ſufficient Botrom, before their admir*d l 
Voyage : 

AV 

For Travelling creates no Senſe we know, Yet 

Dunczs come back a: s gennne as they go. Al 

An 


And as: them a particnlar Deſcription of any 
Rarity they met with, their whole Diſcourſe 
tends to no more than what is thus exprefs'd 


by another Poet, An 
There mas a Mouſe went up a Wall, En 
When fhe fell down (ſhe had a Fall. Wi 
Not that I would pretend to a Dimiantion of 


® the Excellency of Foreign Travel, but allow is |} fu 
an extraordinary Form in the qualification of || 2! 
a C 0112pleat Centlemannot abfſtrafting Domeſtich ; wh 
which ought to have the firſt ſhare, at leaſt, in Þ| ?*! 
it, and to be the very Prologue and Foundation © i: 
to all his future Accompliſhments : For let any 
pretend to what Education they pleaſe, in my 
opinion he will ſhew himſelf but :gn9rantly bred, 
that ſhall only be capable of giuing an account 
C which very tew can that) of another, and 
know 
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know nothing of his own Country : Fog although 
the unknowing pare of the World may ima- 
pine, That there are no extraordinary Curioſi- 
ties but wht may be ſeen abroad, yt if they 
pl-ale to ſuipend their pretent thoughts, and 
alleviace ſomewhat of their innate Prejudice 
and Partiality, aad take a narrow Scrutiny 
and I rial, they will find it inferior to nore :; 


Inſula predjues, que toto vix evet orbe, &e, 


A wealthy Ifland which no help dcefires, 

Yet all the World Supply from her requires; 
Able to glut King Solomon with Pleaſures, 

And furſcit great Argrſtruiwiti her Treatures: 


And again: 
Anglia, 3-ons, Pons, Fons, Eccleſia, Famina, Lana.., 


England « ſtor d with Mountains, Bridges, Woel!, 
With Churcnes, Rivers, Women Beantit id. 


Or, to expreſs it by a more modern Proſe 
Author, ſhe is the Churches fi: ſt Daughter, 
having the firſt Chriſtian King , ard out ot 
whoſe Bowels ſprung the firtt Chriſtian Em- 
peror ," that little World , fo {1:1t-tufficicnr, 
that ſhe ſcems to thruſt avay 11040 her all the 
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Wor 1d befides, as being a perfe&t Subſtantive, 
that can ſtand bv her telf. Beſides, ir may be 
poſitively affirm'd, That there 1s not any pre- 
r-nded Advantage that accrues abroad, or any 
Obſcrvable, but may be equaliz'd, if not ex- 
celtd, at home; for is he covetons of the 
Company of Learned Men , no Foreign Place 
can pretend to a Competition ? Is he deſirous 
to ive the Miracles of Nature, it cannot be 
excei'd by any ; Or 15 he ambitious of view- 
ing Nol'e Structures, Fields, Gardens, Fruits, 
C<c. he cannot find them ſo ablolutely reign in 
their excellency any where, ſo preat as in 
England, - 


Nature her ſelf does here in Trimmph ride, 
And malgs this Place the ground of all hes Pride, 
Whoſe various Flowers cheat the raſher Eye, 
In takins them for curious Tapeftry, 

A ſibecr <pring down from a Rock dves fall, 
That in a Draught would ſerve to water all 
Upon the edges of a prafſy Bank, , 

A Tuft of Trees grow circling in a Rank, 

S9 farr, jo freſh, jo (meet, ſo green a Ground, 
The piercias Fye of Heavn yet never found. 
KY) ſweet thre Av, [6 moderate the Clime, 
None fpchly live: or dies before bus Time. 
Feaun ſure has keee this ſpot of. Earth uncurit, 
To ſhew how all things were created firſt. 


0 fortunata © omnibus Terris beatior Britan 
mia ' Te omnibus Celi ac ſolt ditavit Natura, 
Tibs 1:4 ineſt quod vite offendar, 1 1bs nitid de- 

6! 


gre- 
our 
you 
tha! 
cati 
Div 
ma1 
or 
per! 
ſati 
not 
Inſt 
beet 


The Exciſe-Man, 33 


ef quod vita defideret , ita ut alter Orbis extra 
Orbem pom ad delicias humani penerts videars, 
Oh happy and bleſſed Brir4i» ! above all other 
Countries in the World, Nature hath carich'd 
thee with all the Bleſſings of Heaven and 
Earth; nothing in thee is hurtful to Mankind, 
nothing wanting in thee that is deſirable : in- 
almuch that thou ſcemeſt another World j/[1- 
eed'beltdes, or without the great one, mcerly 
for the delight aud pleaſure of Maakind. Thus 
alio the Poct : 


Qnicquid amat luxis, quigqguid deſiderat uſur, 
Ex Te proveniunt vel atunde Tibi. 


Thus having given ſome ſmall Hints of the 
great Advantages that atreud the knowiny, of 
our own Countrey, 1 ſhall as brietly acquaint 
you who is the only competent Judge ot ix,and 
that excels any in this extraordinary Qualih- 
cation; for there is no Rarity, as Scituationy 
Divifon, Honourable 1 itles, Hiſtorical Re- 
marks, or Character of. any County in gencral, 
or Town in particular, but our Exciſe-AMan 
perfetly enjoys, and can give an immediate 
ſatisfation and account of; and that this can- 
not be denid, ſhall be proved hy the following 
Inſtance, among many ethers, that might have 
been as properly incerted. 


The Exciſe-Man, 
CHAP. XVL 
Glouceſterihire 


DIVISION. 


T is divided intoThirtyHnndreds,and there- 
ina Twenty ſix Market- Towns, F'wo tun- 
dred and eight Pawiſh-Churches, and in the 
Dioceſs of Glouceſter, 


P ARLIAMENT-MEN, 


Ie elets Eight Members; ſor th. County 
Two ; for the City of Glouceſttr 'I'wo ; Tewk:- 
bury Two Cirenceſter Two. 


HONOUR ABLE TITLES. 


This City gave the Title to a Duke, the 
youngeſt Son of King Charles /. but he expi- 
ring in the Year 1662. it now gives that Title 
to the eldeſt Son of George Prince of Denmark; 
and Berkley Caſtle, gives the Title of Earl to 
George Lord Berkley, 
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SCITUATION. 


This County hath Worceſter and Warwick- 
hires on the North, Ox/ord and VWilrihire on 
the Faſt, Somer /orfhire on the Soutn, Hlereford- 
shre with the tier Wye on the Welk, the Ri- 
ver Seaverie running throvph it. 


N ati; "Y an A; tifh tal Ravitic  ; 


(1.) There 1s not any exceeds the River 
Searernc ior —_— of Chinne!, Swittneſs ot 
Strum, or Muitinlicity ot Fiſh. be pane IS 11 
It ( {4ys $1.4l,4 Fu: a daily Rage and Fury 
of the W:tc:s5, railing wp the Sands, WIECHNg, 
and driving ticin into Hcaj's, and tometimes 
overflowing, its Banks, covering the borcering 
Grounve, though immediately retiving. Un- 
happy Is the Vetlcl it tazeth full upon the fide, 
but the Watermen hearing it, they prepare 
themiclvcs to meet it, by which they cut the 
Waves, and avoid the danger. TI 11s £1:coun- 
ter of the Salt and Freſh Water.is cal'd the 
Higre or taper, for the keennets ard tines 
thercof, which 15 occaſion! 'd (ſaith Putanma 
Bacomea } by the ſeveiz} Tides, wich imine- 
otately meeting, force it up with that Extre- 
mity, that it very uſually ſwims (zs I m:y call 
it ) over the Water Six F+ o0Ty whit h C,MES In 
at Clonceſter all at once, of which hcar an old 
Poet: 


36 The Exciſe-Man. 


— Uniil they be embraced 

In 5cavern's Sovercgn Arm:ns; 2 thoſe tumnultsu 
Waves 

Shut wp in narrower Bounds the Higre wildly raves, 

And {rights the ſirapl:ng Flocks, the neighbouring 
Sn0ars ro fly 

Aſar as from the /Aain it comes mith hideous cry. 

And on te ng y From the ruried Foam aoh bring 

1 he billows ?gainſt ihe Banks which fiercely it doth 
fluns, 

Throws up the ſumy Oar, and mazes the ſcaly Brood 

Leap madding to te Land, aſſrighted from the 
flu d. 

Oren the to'ling Barre whoſe Steerſman doth not 
lain, 

And thruſts whe ſurruwin? Beak into her dreadful 
Pamict. 


(2.) The Cathedral Church of Glowcefter is 
a beautiful Building, and conſiſt; of a conti- 
nued Window-work, wherein is the famous 
Whiſpering-piace, thus deſcribed: If you 
ſpeak hcre againſt a Wall ſoftly, another ſhall 
hear your voice ( 300r 40 Feer )) better-than 
he that*s near you : 1 ſuppoſe (ſays Sir Franci; 
Bacon ) there is lone Vault, or Hollow, or llle 
behind the Wall, and {ume pallage to it, to- 
ward the fu:ther end of that Wall, againſt 
which you ipzak ; lo as the voice of him that 
{peaketit, flideth along the Wall, and then 
enrreti at ſome paſſage, and communicateth 
With the Air of the hollow, tor it is ſomewhat 
Pre» 
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preſery*d by the plain Wall, but that is too 
weak to give an Audible Sound, till it hath 
communicated with the Back Air. 


MIS ORIC AL REMARKS. 


In this Church lies Robert Dulce of Normans 
dy, eldeſt Son to William the Conqueror, in 2 
painted wooden Tomb, in the midſt cf the 
Quire, whoſe Eycs were burnt out in Cardiffe 
Caſtle in Glammganſinre (where he was kept 
Pri:oner 26 years ) by Braſs Baſons. And here 
alſo the unhappy King Edward 11. lies buried, 
undrr a Monument of Alablaſter, who, in the 
20th year of his Reign, was depos'd by Parlia- 
ment. 


This County ( ſaith Dr. Fuler ) did breed 
a Plaintiff and Defendant (a), which betwirxt 
them (with many Altercations) traverſed the 
longeſt Suit I ever read of in Englandy for a 
Sy t was commenc'd between the Heirs of Sir 
Thema Talbot, Viſcount Liſle, againit the Heirs 
of the Lord Berkley, about certain Lands in 
the County; rhe Suit began in the end of the 
Reign of Edward IV. and was depending until 
Kiny Tame the Firſts time, when it was com- 
pounded after the ex; iration of Oac h indred 
and forty Years. 


— 
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He finds that in the 17th Year of Queen E. 
lizabeth*s Reign, the 24th of Feeruary, at Tewks- 
bury in this County, a miraculous thing hap= 
pen*d after a Flood : In an Afternoon ther 
came down the River Ao! a great number of 
Flies and Beetles, iuch as in the £ammer Eve- 
nings uſe to ſtrike Men on the face, a Foot 
thick on the Wate”, ſo that in credible Mens 
Judgments, there were within a pair oF Butts 
length, about One aundred Quarters of thoſe 
Flies ; the Milis were quice damm*d up with 
them for the ſp.ce of four dws; they were 
clean92%, by diggins them cut wita Shovels ; 
from whe:.ce they came is yet unknown, but 
th: Cay was cold, and an hard Froſt. 


Theſe are ſome "few of the many Obſer- 
vables our Exci/e- Man makes in his pleaſing 
Travels, and were it not for enlarging theſe 
Papers beyond their intended Limits, 1 could 
from him exhibit the particular Deſcription, 
Government, Cuſtoms, Natural, as well as Ar- 
tificial Raritics, of every particular Village ; 
and therefore ſhall only add, that of conſe- 
quence he muſt be the moſt competent Judge 
of making a Ct *0rYApM al Deſeript;on of cvely 
Road, that inltesd of Milcs, can tell you the 
ve:'y St-ps ; and the moſt exatt #/:ſtorioorapher 
when nothing worthy of Remark Call mis his 
Ob/eryitior, 

— eut Tire crnies ts tell thee Wis, 
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C. 
CHAP. XVIL 


Aving ſomewhat largely inſiſted on the 

E xcellency of our Exciſe-17an in relation 

to Domeſtick Travel, and his exact Knowledge 

of every particular Place in his own Country, 

it may not be amiſs to ſubjoin a faw Lines of 

that Utile dulci, thoſe Pleaſures as well 48 Prefus 

( which are ſuppos*d to be the Epitcme of all 

humane Wiſhes ) that indub tably arcend him 
as a naturai Conſequens of the Premiſes. 


Nao ſooner is our Exciſe-Mar polle(ſs'd with 
all things that can properly make him ſo, and 
Aurora"s ruddy Cheeks produce slic Child- 
birth of a day, but he anticipates Sols more 
reſplendent Rays, by ſning out a Writ of Di- 
vorce agaialt the bewitching Charms of Death- 
reſembhng 44orphews, .and is immediately ca- 
refed with all the Pleaſures of a Countrey 

fe — 


. No War diſturbs bis reſt with fierce Alarms, 
, No angry Seas offend, 
He ſuns the Law, and thoſe arnbitious Charms 
. Witch greas Men do attend, — 


_ This is the Life with which the World be» 
e3n, and has been ever held in an extraordi- 
N nary 
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nary Veneration ; and hs alſo been particu- 
larly obſerv'd io bu more nature; ant fomiliar 
with Us, thin with @.., Gi4er Wiarſoever : 
And were it ofliile rogive 1 i + prove Chas 
rafter, we vught $0 107k on Geler anc Fi ypooras 
tes impertinent, and thii' 4, 044: wholly 
unneceſſary ; Schola Sale: ns mizchi lave burn'd 
their ginglivg Diſticks, ſince here we find $a 
alrogether »fele/s : 4nd it by chance” a Fnt- 
ptom ſhould appear,every Tr ee. Fie'd of 5-420 

oduces a Panphlarmacor,th at Remedi mm tr: omnes 
Morbos, which the more *#plc 1ruggy/! + never 
can. Nay, "tis D:monſtrat1n, that it 15 fo 
in the opinion of the'g-ncAl pirt of Man- 
kind, in «cyz2rd that let their » vocations be 
ever {o orgent, ior Circumſtances eve ſorot- 
dinary, yet they will c- £:-j1.1 atie! pi. a ſhort 
enjoyment of it, as thei- prove #/vbim for 
renewing that health ( which aloft was ar- 
tiv'd unto a deſperation) by a much *more 
lively Air. 


Juſtice here left ber laſt Impreſſion when 
She fled from the dePd Abodes of Men. 
Ovid Metam. 


And as this Life extremely contributes to- 
wards that ineſtimable Gem, Health ; ſs 'its 
excellency would further appear, if we had 
leiſure to enlarge upon the ſeveral Toplcks, as 
their living in thoſe enenyied Shades, and the 
only retirement from the crowd and noiſe of 
thronged Towns and Citics, ( where nothing 

: clic 
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eas faund but that which mult be call'd coa- 
fis*TY but I cannot omit the ſaying 1ome- 
thing of th+ Pleaſures our Exci/e-Man daily 

eets with, in the fruition of tuch an happy 


i/c- 


' Tis here. ( and only here ) he meets thoſe 
verdajit.ſhades that, ſutter ( if not torce ) big 
to,.think of himſelf, where he not only miſſes 
every thing that can pretend to create an in- 
termiſion of Thgaught without his Licence; 
but cyen finds incompareble Inducemeats and 
Aſſiſtantstowards its pertoxmance : 1 heliglic 
of thoſe pleaſing Walks, the regularity of 

& ambiows t recs that ſcreen us from the 

n"3 moſt 10lent and forching Rays, aud 
( with Quid's Giants ) not only poſſes the 
Earth, but make a bold Attempt, at Heaven. 


Theſe charming Wcods exiling Phatbus Rays, 
Where no rude Eayn, or wan.on Sylan plays; 
Iva Beaſt makes here us Den, no Wind can blow 
With all its force to burt an halon'd Bayh, 


Topether with the hearing the bewitching, 
though natural Harmony of thoſe flying Cho- 
ri/iers of the Wood ; 1 ſay, he that Is Stars 
has ( with Qur Exciſe. iz"; } been {o propi- 
tious tO, as to enzoy theſe Felicities of our 
Earthly Paradiſe , ayd- cannot glut his Five 
Senſes, can never be allow*d Gre, bit 4 place in 
th: loweft Form with the Uniynking 144h ; bur 

N 2 our 
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ohr Exciſe- Man even hugs himſelf into at im- 
provement of thoſe Qualifications he had ſo 
nappily before. 


But as the too long enjoyment of the moſt 
charming Varieties palls our Appetite, which 
will quickly create our mean Opinion of them 
without a ſmall Divorce ; ſo our Offcer, if he 
had the greateſt inclinations to a longer poſſeſ- 
fion of them to occaſion this Surfeirt, yet his 
Awſineſs even neceſſitates him to a more uncon- 
fined fruition of larger Varieties. 


He cannot advance himfelf, but he is in- 
ſtantly inet with that general Gaol-Delivery of 
all the vigorous Seeds and Flowers, lately in 
cuſtody of che pinching Froſt; the fight of 
whoſe bewitching hne, infallibly creates a Ra- 
viſbment, a much too mean a word for ſuch In- 
chantments ; theſe are alſo attended with cm- 
broider*d Fields and Meadows, pav'd with the 
beauteous Violet and Primroſe, wherein he 
quickly views poor Strephon deſcant on the 
zreat PerfeCtions of his too cruel Phillis, 


(1.) 


T E1,L me ye Heathen Deities above, 
Can there be greater than the God of Loy? 
And oh! Commanding Cupid ſpeak, 
Is there any that you prize, 
Like that in Celia s Eyes? 
; Within 
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Within whoſe Boſom lies the Milky Way, - ' 
And in whoſe Smiles the Sunſtine of the Day. 


( 2.) 

1 Mef#t Gloriow Stamp of Humane Race, 
1 We can ſee | 

e | Not one of them ſo Great a Thee, 

- All Hail then mighty Princeſs: Now 


$ At the Altar: of your Eyes, 

- 1 blied a Sacrifice, i 

I "And were the Indies mine, 1 would ſubmit 
Quickly to lay its Treaſures at your Feet. 


f SY 

n 

f See how the Ruby Roſes, 
L- See how they wpen your Check, 
- | A freſb Ingraſture ſeeh,z 

- $6, ſee, how Gy they, Celia, lock, 
[- And alt things Serene appear, 
[- Only becauſe you're here, 

e& | And though 4 


right $0 Y _ I. muit [ay 
Tow are the Light and Splendor 'of the Day, 


'Cis here only he may perceive Bountcous 
Ceres in all her State and Glory, and $4// with 
Pleaſure in a prodigious Sea of Corn, without 
7? Þ the hazard of drowning, vill its quality meets 
with a roral Alteration, Here only we enjoy 
that Seatrs Ille which Horace ſo much dored 
on, an all admire but thoſe that "never had 
It; Thuſe chiyſtal Fountains, Rately Hills, 
C Ul 
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embroider'd Vales, and thoſe muttering as 
well as ftrugling Rivulets, are certainly abte 
to create a Toral Kclipſe upon the Dulleſt of 
Souls, and to entrance the meaneſt of Faculties 
into an unaccuſtom'd Admiration : 


Whoſe Streams on qurling Pebbles Murmare keep,” 
Which may invite and ſummon Gentle Sleep, * * 
Where Waves cal Wares, and plide along in Kank:, 
And pratile to the Water- edging Banks, 

Ava gioes a Gentle Kiſs to every Sedge 

She overtaketh in her Pilgrimage. 


Theſe the Buſtling Torn would fain pretend 
to alſo.by their Gardens and Rivers, which is 
ne more than Aping the Country by a forc'd 
Hypochriſy ; which! makes no ſmall Adtition 
to the of our. Rural Enjoyments, 
and ſerves no more than a Fol, to make a 
greater Hinftration of her Feanty. 


We might further inſiſt on the many other 
Pleaſures 'that attend' a Country Life , as 
Fluning, Hawking, &c. but theſe being wholly 
out of the way of our Exci/e- av, (to whom 
only we confine our Diſcourſe) we ſhall wave 
it here, though cannot avoid the deſcription 
our Poet gives of that part cf It, which in- 
fallibly accompanics him. 


OGOS> he HL ACS Wk ©. a 


_ 7: 


———The Country we behold 
F A Native Mint ſhines in each AMarygold. 
Or | Behold the Earth made Paradiſe ! below 
= > onſtellation dotb of Roſes grow ; 
e Clouds of Yiolets wave, whoſe annual Spice 
ers an Everlaſt ing Sacrifice : 
” Mintles of Pinks ; like Rainbow: ). do diſplay 
ke Their Beams, and Lillics rake 4 Milky-way- 
| See how th adopred Boughs are thatch't, whoſe Main 
By Phozbus Curling Irons are criſp'd again : 
And by the Curwork. which from { rk « made, 
Checquers the Ground thro Twilight of 4 Spade. 
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"A ND as the Pleaſwes that attend this be- 

witching Life, are far above the mean 
Deſcription of a Pen that is. not capable of 
admiring enough, much leſs the deſcribing ;, fo 
the Profit, that is the infallible Reſ#lr, ought at 
leaſt to be ſomewhat regarded, and a little in- 
ſiſted on. 


Here is a Theme that requires 2 much more 
acurate Fen than mine, which as it never pre- 
tended, ſo owns it ſelf wholly s2capable, even 
ſo much as inſn«ating thoſe Pleaſures and Ad- 
vantages that here daily court and follow him, 
but upon the ſame account one ſpeaks of, up- 
en+his attempt of deſcribing that , which 
_— not ( like our preſent Subjet } admit 
of it. 


Staffs cannot go, and yet enable him 

That wants Miſt ance to ys feeble Limb ; 

Tho Whetſtones canner cut at all, they may 

Do ſervice, and maks Knives as ſhary as they 
Themſelves are blunt ; And they who eannot Ring, 
$y Jangling may Toll better Ringers in. 


I ſhall therefore only briefly ſubdivide the 
Profit that attends him into two particulars, 
VILE, 


B 
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vic. Firſt, That of the Per/on, in reſpett of 
ary Advantager: And ſecondly, That of 


Peenmary 

the Afind, reſpetting the exerciſing it in the 
Art of As oe + Reflettion, in both which 
ow will find he excceds the reſt of Man- 


Firſt, Our- Exciſe-Man is the only Perſon 
that can poſlibly enjoy theſe Pleaſures without 
Expence ; for what, others purchaſe at a dear 
Rare, he receives with Imere#t ; for whereas 
they are neceſlitated to pay for their Pleaſures, 
he is paid for them: And whereas the genc« 
raliry of Mankind, who have an extravagant 
fruition of them, are «done in their poſſeſſion, 
you will certainly find him made z ſo thx be 
thrives, when others decay; he is happy, when 
othery are miſerable; and Kich, where others 
receive a Beggary : Sothat he only can be pro» 
perly ſaid to enjoy them without an /nterrap« 
tex, or grating Dyſſatwfattion; or that which, 
k much more intolerable, the being accoun- 
table for them in a Goal 


Secondly, The extraordinary Advantages he 
receives by Contemplation and Keflettian, arc not 
to be forgotten ; the Profits of which need not 
here be enlarg*d on, ſince a Reverend and 
Learned * Autvor has exattly perform'd it:: 10 


4 R. B Occaſional KR fictions. 
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Tſhall only fay here, that he improves gvery 
ObjeCt, for' he well «nvbws thatias Natare wi 
fecie jr»ſtra, in, relation to their imword/qualis 
ties for the good of Mankind, ſo he altfo com. 
kders, that the leaſt of them adminiſters an 
improvement of the outward; for the tat 
minute Objet affords naturally ſuch Refleions, 
a$ are alſo extraordinary advantageous to: the 
improving, the inward, Fagwties of the Mind : 
He conliders how ſcandalew, as well as mean it 
is, to contraditt the very tention of his Crea« 
tton, which he undoubtedly does, that does net 
Rill perfiſt in Knowledge, . and daily advance 
thoſe Qualifications Providence has been fo fa« 
yourable as to endow him with y for he | that 
does not encreaſe them , and paſles his Life 
without improving them. ought certainly to 
have the reft of nis Life taken from -hims 
The'World ( fays Dr. Browne.) was made to 
be-1mhabued: by Beſt, but findied and contem- 
plated by Man: : * tis the [ebt of our Reaſon 
weowe toGO D. and the Homage we onght 
to pay for not being Peaſts, witrout, this,” the 
World is ſtill as tho gh it had no! been, or as 
it was before the Szx1b Day, whit as'yet there 
Was not a Creatw - thac could conceive, or ſay 
there was a World, The Wiſlom of G 0 D 
receives ſmall! 'onour from thole Vilgar Head! 
that rude)ly ſtare about, and with a groſs Ru/+ 
Mty admire his Wor ks ; thoſe highly magni- 
fy Him. whole judicious enquiry into his Ads, 
and deliberate reſcarch into 7.1 Creatures, Te- 


turn the Duty of a devout and learned Admi- 
I q ration: 
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ration: For tha bare ſenſe of: Sight, makes tb 
n between UV , and the irrationdl 
Fire ; 'there being no outward Object, ' buy 
what 1s as viſible to thoſe ( if not more' Y than 
to the Xational;, and *tis the improving the 
F aon{tiar. of theiSoul, that ought to give-us the 
diſcriminating. Character or : Merv,” which. is 
hourly perfqarm'd,.a:'d that ( as any conlide- 
rate Man will God npon!trial } from the moſt 
light and meaneſtoccalious, and opportund- 
tes imaginable. 
'n Ng 
': Among the tumeritde Reflections on theſe 
autward Objefts, which he da h- mers with ll 
ſhattaricfiy-inlinuate. s ſew, thas 1\/on may guets 
atthereſf} ; not xx lyy that you” may conclude 
kis Thoughts: tiever- 0 be idb>,ortheexgellen- 
gy of bis Jadgme t-thar 15 tous) tapadle mas- 
thodicaliyto c1getf phem ; bur that he dors'Kt 
too, and draws ſuch ra: ural-Joferences and 
Concluſions from this A1! ot Occaſronal Re- 
ficitson, which ke infailibly finds both Ren 
a 1» oo »Jod1 tort 1h 
url / fk 14:9: 3; F 
He Gra nat a'' Swalar,,. but, in. mite him in 
mind of wngrate/al Perſons, who(like that unac- 
know(ellging Birth?) arc of 'ne'fe-e» 13, but 
leave: Wy wang 4abey Rv tered nor own 
turg\i + \ 2mm AP, © ba 
#6 ons « \3 tx 
e views not the Tulip, or Marygold, but he 
immediately has dilplay'd a Flatterey in his 
thoughts ; for ,as *tis the natural quality of 
J4AH O 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Flowers to open and ſhut with the Sen, 
ſo it is with him, to follow its motions, 
and never attend it but _ mining: prot- 


peroully. - 


A Mole he beholds not, without having 2 
particular Eye to the Avaritou, . neither vn 
-be look on the Circle in a Stream, that never 
ceaſcth to enlarge it ſelf, without a Kefiettion 
on the ſame effets of Ambition.” git 


He meets not the diſpatching Poſt on his 
#ray, but he preſently conſiders thar his Life 
haſteas with an equal ( if not greater.) Ex- 
pedition,and ies nt commands an Improve- 
Ment of it: Neither dach he 'look on a Glow- 
#6rm, but he: preſently ſhapes in his [magina- 
tion a true idea of the Taoſ formal Hypocrite, 
whom he :concludes to ow with __ = 
deluding Splchdor. 


+ Theſe are ſome few of. the many Inferences 
he continually draws from thoſe outward Ob» 
jets that inevitably attend him , which we 
might cater gh on even to'a Vole. 1.5 

; Jor 

Bus foy—tim Worth ex term! Our > Foet's Gn: 
1 44 can: rotwmend *:ill be deſerves. ne ware -: _ 

It far tranſcends all our Magnetick Proiſeg':..1 

Who writes him well me —_ the gr 
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CH A PÞP. XIX. 


'D-UT leſt there ſhould be any thing that is 
really charming in it ſelf, or that which 
ean be' properly {aid to be capable of yietding 
| any Pleaſure 'below , which our Exciſe» May 
1 "does not enjoy in a very great degree or leaſt 
his the rough and tedious ways, and- ſolitary 
ife courſe of living, ſhould be ſaid to extenugre 
'X- the Pleaſures he meers with in a Rural Life 
[e- or that this fatisfattion ſhould be ſomewhat 
"W- pall'd by a continu'd enjoymeat iof them, -and 
w- | conſequently that there ſhould be any variety 
re, the Fate: allow of, as agrecable to the ative 
me Inclinations of rational Mortals, that ſhouMl 
ces 
Ib. 


not infallibly attend their Feavowrice, we: ſhall 
lead him from his Connery, to his ambalatery 
Enjoyments of the City, 


we | . Our Exc/e- Man in his late Privacy cannot 
lie long conceald; for what by his obliging 
j/'1 Behaviours and: extraordinary Qualifications, 
e. | hourly demonſtrated in theſe !his Country Re» 
«ol tirements,- with 'a due obſervation of ' thoſe 
2] Obligations he lay:wnder, by an exact per» 
I, formatice. of the-Truſt repos'd in him, he is 
taken notice of above, and admird belw'; 
which produces an immediate Reſolution: of 
his being no longer 61d in Woods and — 
: ur 
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but to be a more publick Pattern ( | muſt not 
ſay leſs, and cannot more) for the reſt of 
Mankind. 


And hereImight particularize the ſeveral 
Ple:tures and Advantages that incvitably at- 
4cndihim in it, asimbroving ze Tbde ft 
dyiÞthe Gommaanny at: .carnedi Men, ©. 

hough. as 1/jutt.o'w inſtacc'd,i he Advinta- 
es. af Contemplation, and Readeny Cinhich fol- 
Sov/ a Country Lite ) are extraordinary; yet 
Thi3ils the certaurt place for exerciſing it ; the 
Jrjhoeing buc the Throrick,, and this the Pra- 
Sick. Part !' for Cone ſation ( wich is chiefly 
fav11d-in a City Life!) exhibits;qrowrb and pry- 
fett:qn. to that Underſtanding:: winch wes | buf: 
weng'd ma the/Country. » {t azrigght! be further 
allrad, Thathere only is (ound that < 
ltnoy! of 'Lajenegt{ which: qualifies a Petfah 
for! the greatetbof Employ menty and Addref- 
ſes; and:th # (as ſome are {o unkind to juitd 
fy) they live in the, Countoy , not only Ua- 
known, but Unknowmng too : Altion (as | faid 
heforo) being tbedhiefaſt pats of Knbwledge, 
and. that is nowhere 4to01be detabaitrated more 
&ahagun the City; which he wil ala fhnd to bt 
tit chiefeſt, thinat, the only place where 4 
Port can intaltbllly mect Frefrrwnens and Hl 
our j for the obſcuritnofyal Rural Life, pro 
duces a us of a Ner pl 
Zitrd, if happilyrhe can kerpohiuſcif whete? 


And-*tis: maſt certain that theroare many/av» 
traordinar y Qradifications liet»f1mg and ork 
J 


many 
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«at in the Country, which tight find (\as, 
welt as'give ) grear Advantages to the Governe 
ment they live under, it they gmbracd a mores 
Publick CharZcter. by a ry Life; ae 


| But (my 'natura} Humour: and | Inclination 
command we n-t/ bv. prortedy which admires 
enly a Retirement, and abominates alt the 
that look like Confuſion ; and leaſt the Reci- 
ting ſhould wheegle me into arothe' extrawah 
gant Extafy and! Admitation,: {fb ii} tortees 
enlarg''ig nny more itt, and gave it leave ons 
ly to inunuare;  Vhat alrfHongh theſe a vantys 
gevus Pleatures may merit ahd-mirance ou 
Aﬀetion, vet * when one arijes from a' great 
Meal, no Delicacies, now- muct».{oever. they 
may tempt him at a1.other time, can provoke 
his. ppetite4 ſo'l frees confels, that the late 
ſight and remembranc* of-Rursl Enjoyments,' 
have ſo whetred my Deſir es, thre 1 cannot dia 
get the admiring or deſcribing any other, 
without Regret and Surtcit. - And indecd they 
have been fo exrravagant/y. intrancing, -thatl 
though the Diverhons the (ity. affords, might 
at ſome other time be tolerably captiv-rir gin 
my opinion, yet upon this Hint, | cannotaliow: 
them the leaſt room or entertui1ment ;” Which 
Suggeſtion obliges me to an Apology, and to 
atone for the Injury done my [nclinations, bur 
eſpecially to the Country, by contraditting rhe 
«a NY 1 — 
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fw#, and by offcring ſo much to the prejudice 
of the lat; for the intolerable Prelſumption 
that there ſhould be any Life that could be 
admitted in Competirion wit it : And ſuppoſing, 
no greater Sat1fattion can be given her, ( the 
former having been menaly perform'd ) I ſhall 
—_— with her Excellency in the words 
the Poct : | ; 


MNaure doe only bere in Trivanph vide, 
And maker thu place the ground:of all ber Pride, 
Where every Tree a fruitful Iſſue bears 
Of each V ariety that Mortal: chears : 
And all the Shrubs with ſparkling Spangler ſbers 
Like Morning Sunſbine tinſuling the Dew ; 
Here in green Meadows ſus Eternal May, 
Parfling the Maxgents with perpetual Day ; 
And has ſo mui d, ai that mo Night 
Can ever Ruſt thienamel of the Light ; 
The ſportive Shepherds of rich Flocks rehearſe, 

to their pleaſant Pipes chant Raral Verſe, 
Seeking his angry Godhead to appeaſe, 
Whom only wealthy Flocks and Herd: can pleaſe : 
Here checquer d Flow'rs in the Meadows þ ng, 
Hind here the Birds their wntaught Notes do ſmg þ. 
With Glory here, Flora the Earth arrays of 
With Vielers ſhe embroiders all the Ways. Fs 
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Deſcend to the next Particul:r intended to 

, be m:ntioned in relation to th» excelloncy 
of our Exci/e-/Man's Office , which is, tht it 
even neceſſitates him, or (if you'l have it ſo) 
commands him to be diligent, and conſequeitly 
he 15 abſolutely deliver'd from ( that Devil's 
Cuſhion, and Fanc of Ankind) Id/crr ſs, whe- 
ther he will or no; for thou tn Nec efſuy wales 
the Old Wife Trot, it will make [im G/lop for 
the exa@ performance of ti.at Duty he is to 
well rewarded for, by lying nnve a* obliga- 
tion of bring good; for while our .mag *» a- 
tions are exercisd by a continu:1 Var: :, of 
differing Objects, they are entertain* with 
that which is at lea? very rcar it, if not exccl- 
lent - ſo that this banjÞ:n-nt of /dleneſs, de- 
livers them fiom all the beginnings, as well as 
ſteps and degrees, of that which may be term'd 
bad z for ix is generally obſerv*d,that there is 
often but very little ſpace of time berwern 
doing of »othirg, and doing of il, 

And here I ſh:ll not 'mp 1tzacntly enlarge, 
by the robbing of Corrs of Sentences, for the 
*Xpoling, of this Vice7 as that of Phocylrdes : 
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by | | 1 

Of all Mankind is the Belief, , 
That every Idle Mans a Thief. t 

Or that of FHeſod : c 
RECESS PROC | 
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Twas ever ſed, C 

The Idle Man deſey VCs 110 Bread. v 

: ' S 
Vith many others that might be caily in- F , 


ſtafcd , but ſhall only here obſerve, that it |} , 
| was lic}d ſo notorioully ſcandalous by the An- Þ - 
| ciens, that vie ſind in J»yſtin*, that the Daci- 


«ns, as an ctcrnal Stamp of 1nfamy, were ne- : 
ceſlitarcd by a Law of Oler their King, to ex- I. 
plate their Sloth, by laying their Feet where 
they ſhould reſt their Heads ; and to perform 
thoſe Offices and Scrvices to their Wives, 
which theirsWives were accuſtom'd to do to 
them, He knows that Eraſmus in his Adages, 
Calls a Slothful Man, Mul;eris Podex : What a pl 
ſhame then is it to be worſe than Animal Jr. ® 
rationale ! Nihit et ſordidus ( faith Antoninus || ,, 
Pint) nitul crud-lius quam fi Rempublicam 14 ar 0+ of 
dint, qui mhil in tam [10 labore conferunt. ha 

! 
Again, Charity has been ever eſtcem'd the h 
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Principal of Vertues, both by Erhnicks and The- 
ologiſts; and though the Church of Rome, this 
the extremity of her Blindnels, pretend; to 
engroſs that Heaven-enpaging Vertue to her 
ſelf, yet if her Inducements, by Merit, be con- 
ſider'd, our Evciſe-Man s and Hers, wiil not 
any way admit of a Competition , ſince we 
find his Principles are founded on the truc No- 
tion and Ends of Charity, by his ſpontancous 
Contributions : So that althougl: he has nor, 
with Her, ereCted Colledyes, and other Pompruce 
Seri:AFures, whoſe Urancure outvics the moſt 
eminent Pieces of Archittiure um the Uni- 
verſe; yet his Aſylum for the Afilited , his 
Competency for the Diſtrelſed , and his Zeltef 
for the Aged, who any way delervd it in their 
Vigor, arc to all conipicuour, and will reinain 
as I rophics to their Honour : 


Wiilft the Cel-ſtia! Orbs in Order rol, 
And turn their Flames about the ſtedfa#t Pole. 


But laſtly, If we conſider Man in his Com- 
plex, in his belt and worſt Senalc, and take him 
in his Youth or Age, he: will not merit Eſti- 
mation ; for it matters not whether the Eyes 
of Reaſon were never op:x'4, or Whether thy 
have been and are clo/rd, ſince they canrot 
fees and it's evident that is of no validity, if 
the Chin be white, whether it be with, or with- 
out Hair ; ſince the Madneſs and Folly of 156, 
an: the Dotiye and Niſtempeis of 60 are 
equvalciit. Men we own to be that rational 
l 2 Goime 
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Commander of all Terreſtrials, that Univer- 
ſal Monarch , who almoſt annihilates thole 
Individuals with a Glance, who therefore 
cringe, and moſt ſpontaneouſly obey 3 Man is 
not denid to b: that Soark of Heaven, that 
mortal Angel, that co:mmands a Dread upon 
appearance, yet mulſt it be allow'd that this 
only is 2 Debt to him that boldly juſtifies him- 
ſelf to beſo, and therefore, though he 1s a 
glo 194 Orb, yer lies he under an Eclipſe in Toth 
and Age, ia Which he ever muſt conceal his 
Glory. - 


If then Mankind contains the Excebencies of 
the whole Unicerſe m Eputome, it muſt conle- 
quently exhibit an amazing F xcellency to the 
Exciſe , that receives only the moſt excellent 
part of Him, by reje(ting the Impertinencies 
of Nonags, as uieleſs Animals fit only for the 
Cradle, by admitting none but the robuit and 
ſenſible, and by excluding that weak, and decre- 
gid Clas, who only claim the priviledge of be- 
ing troubleſom. 


But had I Virgil's Verſe, or Tully*s Tongue, 
Or raping Numbers likg the | hracian's Song, 

I have a Theme would make the Rocks to dance, 
And ſurly Breaſts that thro the Deſarts prance, 
Hlie jrom their Caves, and every gloomy Den, 
To wonder at the Excellence of Men, 
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Hvs have you had a brief and lame Ac- 
count of the Excellencies of our Exciſe- 
Man inthe knowledge of the Aitr, Men and 
Laws; togetiier with the many Advantages, as 
well as Pleaſures, that natwaily reſult from 
that Employment, and conſequently are in- 
ſep.rable Attendants on Him; | muſt now 
crave leave to ſubjoin ſame few Quer;er, and 
ſhall make no other Apology, then 
—— Non ſeria ſemper. 


neſt, 1. Whether he ought not to be ſup- 
pos d « great Scholar, fince he is continually 
poring on his Book ! 

neſt, 2. Whether there is not ſome Afi- 
nity between hm gnd Dwogenes, ſince they equal- 
ly affett the T ub ? 

Queſt. 3. Whether he underſtands not Are 
Notwria, lince hs brings all things to a 
Circle ? 

Qreſt, 4 Whether he is not a great Admi- 
rer of the Old Philoſophy, lince he utterly abo- 
minates a Facuum 7 

Queſt. 5, Whether he muſt not be a very 
grave Perſon, that aftedls Sulrdity ! | 

weſt. 6, Whether he mult not be a proj 049144 
Man, that takes LU 4c ih oft every Uhiing, ! 
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Oacft, 7. Whether he mult not be extreme- 
ly happy , that ſo well knows that which is 
call'd Content ? 

Queſt. 8, - Whether our Exci/e-Man is not an 
extr«0r4;nary honest Man,lince he does all things 
upon the Square ? 

Queſt. 9. Whether he can be ſaid to be ex- 
travagart, that ever walks within Compaſ: ? 

Queſt, 10. :Whether he ought not to be 
thouzht an excellene Aſtronomer , fince he ſo 
0:ten coniu'ts the Stars ? 

Qreſt.11. Whether he can Err, that ever 
walks by Alc * 

4» Queſt, 12. V hether he ought not to be 
reckon? well-Skiil'd in Geography, that inſtead 
of Miles, can tell yon the very Steps ? 

Queſt. 13. Whether if in Luto there s Pluto, 
he 6uzht not to be ſuppos'd very £10, fince hc 
is continually ſearching the botrom of xt ? 

Queſt. 14. Whether he is not excellently 
sHilPd mn Muſick,, tince he fo well underſtands 
the Baſe ! 

Oueſt, 15. Whether he can do any thing a- 
miſs, fince he does all things by Warrant ? 

Queſt, 16. Whether he affect. not the Clergy, 
ſince h- infallibly allows a 1 enth ? 

Queſt. 17, Whether he is not a good Phi- 
lofopher, lince. he muſt be an atlow*d Peripa- 
tciich 4 

©ef, 18, Whether he can be baniid, that 
is never at nome f 

Qweſt. 19. Whether he can wart, that has 
Pins enoph? 

Oreft, 


j 
# 
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Oueſt. 20, Whether he can be thought 7dle, 
that is always in Motion ? 
Queſt. 21. Whether he can be an ordinary 


' Man, that is a Man of Figare ? 


©weſt. 22. Whether he onght not to be 
bighly efteem d, ſince he is a Man of great Ac- 
compt ? 

Queſt. 23, Whether he is not a qualified 
Poet , tliat is 19 excellently ver\'4 in Mea- 
ſures ? 

Queſt. 24. Whether if a Afean be the moſt 
deſirable in all our Attions, he 1s not extremely 
qualified, that is converiant therein continu- 
ally ? 


Thus in jocoſe ard ſerious Terms we find 

Th! Exciſe- Man far tranſcends all human kind 
For be that every charming Sci-nce knows, 

Can never the trinmphant Garland /o/e. 


CHAT a6 


j Have now finiſhd my intended Ffxy on the 
Fxcellency of our Exciſe-Aſan , and altho 
it be far ſhort of what might. have been done 
in more time, and by a better Pen, aud cones 
quently an Apo'ogy might be here expeQed 
both by bumſelf, as weil as the Reader, ( the 
former for performing, it no better, and the 
latter for attempting it agall; ) yet 1 ſhall on- 
ſy tell the fr if, thit altho my tune would not 
luffer 
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{offer me to diſcover more, nor my Ability all, 
yet | have deliver d ſome of his Perfettions; 
which if true, then 1 muſt inform the la#, 
that it was a Law among the Parthrans, that 
whenever a Notorious Maleiator was hrought 
on the Stag”, a ſevere Scrutiny was md: into 
the Adtiorns of his whole Life ; and if, npon the 
xota), the numer of his good Nr=ds exceeded 
thoſt: of his ill, h: was 22/0 fatto quitted : If 
theretorc ti:u> drnaids & Fardin, | ſhall not 
endeavour an additional i 7ryal of the Keader”s 
Patience, but only ſut-joi® ſome f-w 1 ines, re- 
lating to our F xciſe-Mams Demearior under 
the grcare#t of his Aftiftions, | mean when his 
Unhappineſs has «rrivd to that Extremity, as 
the r-ceiving his Ds/charge, and that urder a 
donble Notion, viz. whei he is , 

1, Guilty, 2. Innocent, 

In rcjation to the fi-/# 1 ſhall only ſay, that 
he is cxtremely ſerfible of his Miſcarriages, 
and bi; innate 1 -deſty is ſo extravagantly 
prevalent, tht he immediately chalks out a 
new ( tho honeft ) way of ſubfiſting, not ha- 
vinz the Zrew to wake his appearance for, and 
conſequently dares not attempr,a re-eſtabliſh- 
ment. 

Bnt ſecondly, Our Fxci/e- Man (35 is prere- 
cited ) boafts of an Accompliſhment, which he 
ever highly efeems, and is this, That no Miſ- 
fortune car be a S»rprize : He knows that Tor- 
tering Goddeſs ( who yvlories chieily in hes 
Ficklenets ) dclighrs in nothing but Viciſit- 
tudes ; ke has read the Pocts, who affure him, 
that 
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that She is the Rectreſs of a!l our Attions, and 
Arbitreſs of all ſublunary Affairs, and is there- 
fore in a continual preparation for Her /10- 
tion; for hnce Diadems themiclves find-no du. 
ration, but are _ſrequently attended [With va» 
tiety of Mntations, he cannot expect ati Ex- 
emption z for our Life is compared to a G:ime 
2s Nice, where we ought to throw tor what is 
moſt commodions- tor us, but to bz content 
with our'Caſts, 1ct them be never 10 unfortu- 
nate z we cannot make what Chanees we pleate 
4urn up, if we play fair, ys lies out. ct out 
power : tigit which is withilt it, is £9 accept pa- 
ticntly what Providence ſhall, a!ot vs, and to 
to adjuſt things in their pioper places, that 
what is our own, may be dimolc of to the 
beſt advantage ; and what bath happen'd a- 
ganſt our Will, may never give accahon of 
offence to us: Nay,'he is ſatisfied it frequently 
proves molt advantagious to' him; tor al 
tho Innocence may be aitacqu'd, yet can it 
never be v4rquiſh d. He knows the Cypres the 
more weight ts ' \npogd otr it, the more it 
grows, and flonriſhes by bzing deprefs?d,;/-and 
the fragrant Camomle 1 6eitlers a great increaft 
of hey bewitching Odors, by being, tred and 
trampled on. Examples amongſt the Arctents 
he finds to be numerous : I lus the baniihmert 
of Diogenes was the occalipn, of bis being a 
Philoſopher ;-and when 7m lard that rhe 
only Slip he had left, was (91k by an unmere 1- 
ful Tempeſt, with all the 1ich Carpo that was 
in her, he brake out into this tx [amation, 
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Fortune ! I applaud thy Comrivance, who by this 
means haſt reduced me to a Threadbare Cloak, and 
to walk in the Piazza of the Stoicks. He knows 
our Bodies are compounded of thoſe Materi- 
als which command a daily Revolution, and 
we ſhould never know the real and intrinſick 
value of that brit and choiceſt of Bleſlings, 
Lighe, did it not ſometimes meet with a Ceſ- 
ſation, and continually attended with a ſubſe. 
quent Darkneſs. If theſe Alterations then 
are daily repreſented to us, 'they are therefore 
become tamiliar, and conſequently cannot ad- 
mit of a Surprize but to the Vulgar, who are 
not qualified with any Perception but what is 
inſtantly ocular : How then can it be rational 
to admire, if that melts, whoſe Nature is Li- 
quefation? if that burns, which is combu- 
ſtible? if watry Humidities conglaciate ? if 
the determination of Quickfilyer is Fixation ? 
that of Milk, Coagulation? and that of Oil, 
or all unftuous Bodies, Incraſlation ? And ſo 
by a parity of Reaſon, if that periſheth, whoſe 
Law of Conſtitutioa was to be made, that it 
might be attended with Contingencies ; no- 
thing therefore can ſeize him that can contra- 
dict his expectations, nay, they are never fru- 
ſtrated but when they meet him not. Theſew 
in Erripides ſeems to be excellently well pre- 
par?*.| for Events: 


This wholſom Precepe from the Wiſe T learn, 
To think of Miſery without Concern : 

My meditating Thoughts are always ſpent 
Fither on Death, or clſe on Baniſhment. 
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Foreſight of Evils doth employ my Mind, 
T hat me withous Defence they may not find ; 
And tho in Ambuſcade the miſchief lies, 
Kill me it may, but ſhall me not ſurprize, 


To proſecute this a little farther : It's plain, 
Induſtrious Nature inſtrus us, and inculcates 
this fix'd and ſteady preparation, and that 
from the moſt minute Obje&s imaginable z the 
yery Trees, Plants and Vegetables evidently 
demonftrare this wheeling Inſtability ; firce 
its viſible that not any of their L-2f5 remain, 
but in Artwmn loſe their Verdure, and are 
ſwept away by every Blaſt of Boreas : Thus 
their Sap retires , which immediately com- 
mands a deadneſs, and dej-Acd nakednefs in 
the moſt glorious of their Limbs ; which by 
the Approach and ſweet Careſles of the Spring, 
are attended with all their priſtine life and 
ſplendor : And we yearly lee the embroyder'd 
Summer, that exhibits thoſe bewitching Plea- 
ſures which appear ſo grateful to Humane Race, 
to be continually ſucceeded by the Snowy Pe- 
ruqgue, and the moſt diſmal Concomitants of a 
melancholy and barren Winter. 

Theſe Accidents then being inevitable and 
univerſal, our Excife-Mar's Reſolutions are 
irrevocably ſedate and ready 3 and conſe- 
quently to him they never can prove unex- 
pected or novel : He is extremely ſenſible of 
the mutability of all Terreſtrials, and joins 
with Exripides, when he tells ur, 
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From ſmall Beginnings our Aufortumes grow, 
And lytle Rubs oir Feer do overthrow z 

A Smile is quickly chang*d into a Fromn, 
Low things go »p, and. lofty things go down. 


The natural Conſequent of the Premiſes our 
E xciſe-AMan knows to be, that they thall not 
therefore in the leaſt dejett him, ſince confci- 
ous: thoughts can never attack him, nor pol- 
ſellcs he a tainted Breaſt : Innocence is the 
nobleft Rgmedy, and the greatelt comfort in, 
and infallible Cure ct our innumerable Afli- 
Ctions 3 and thongh his Fortunes may ( nay 
mult ) be chequer'd, yet his Life and Attions 
are all white and 1moxent, which therefore cre- 
' are a boldneſs not any way to be cxtennated. 
He fronts the Perſecution with an undaunted 
and unalterable Brow, and ſmilcs at the ſeve- 
reſt Cenſures of the Malevolent ; this isit that 
buoys him up in the moſt imperuous Tempeſt, 
and makes the Caltle of his Ereaſt to be ever 
inexpugnable : He knows theſc Changes to be 
naturally incident, and therefore as he is in a 
continual expect-tion of them, fo does he un- 
changeably receive them, and remembers that 
none but the wnthinking Crew can be hereby 
caſt down, and none but Fools repine. Thus 
Pindar : 


The Gods unequal have us Mortals vexd, 
For to one Good, two Evils are annex'd : 
They pay a nngle Joy, with double Care, 
And Fools ſuch Diſpenſations cannot bear. 
l 
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If then theſe Revolutions muſt of Neceſſity 
attend him, he concludes too they mult of Ne- 
ceſſuny be born with : He knows it thea to be a 
wolt exceſlive weaknels, to lie imparicntly 
concern'd under a Load that is not ( nor was 
not) any way to be avoided ;, and therefore 
{ubmiſſively receives them without an altera» 
tion, and coaſcquently adheres to Plutarch : 


If Fortune prove extravagantly kind, 

Apvove 1s 1 ermper ao not raile thy Alind ; 

If Sbe dijclaims thee like a jiitting Dame, 2 
He net deje- ted but be fill the [are 5 SD 
Like Gold unchang'd amidſt the hottclt flame \ 


Our Exc1/c- Mars being thus prepar'd for all 
imaginable Events, produces allo this conte- 
quential Inference, 1 hat he is not poor or 
miterable. He foreſ2w the Happineſs was not 
to be durable, and did therefore prepare for 
its departure. He embrac'd the Critical Mi- 
nutc fo, as to turvive when it vaniſhed. He 
concludes that that Perſon muſt be very ſtu- 
pid, that while Fortune ſmiles lays not up a 
Reſerve ( hnce It is as much virtue to bear a 
good Forrune as an ill) for its Rever/c; ard 
to be row in wa, is a demonlitrative Argument 
of his wart of Senſe before; ſo that to be out 
at Heels at lait, was to bs out of his Wits at 
first ; fince he is thereby become miſerable, 
and conſequently the ſubje&t only of dijdain 
and ſcorn : For it's daily vilible, that Poverty 
C1 CAaLtcs 
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creates a ſeparation of the greateſt Acquain- 
tance, and the total deftruftion of the moſt 
cemented Intimates ; for he that a month be- 
fore wanted to kyow your Commands , utterly 
ſhuns you now, as if that Corps muſt be in- 
feed with the Plague, that is accompanied 
with Rags ; and you may as well go naked, as 
to have Breeches, and nothing in them: *tis 
in this only the Frierdſhip of the Age conſiſts. 
And this he is aſſurd of that if once he 1s 
thus redocd, not one ( nay not one of thoſe 
on whom he has heap'd the utmoſt of his Fa- 
vours } will be ſeen with him, or ſpeak in his 
Vind cati-u : ſo it ſeems, that he that is poor, 
miſt be conſequently bad, and guilty of all the 
Wntolerable Enormities imaginable. If you are 
once braid, you muſt heal your ſelf; and 
your Groans will be droww'd with their tranſport- 
ing Acclamations. ., If you are ſhipwreck.d by a 
ſtorm of Tears, you may have your own S1ghs 
to blow you right again. If you are once 
leveld with the ground, you muſt raiſe your ſelf, 
or lie there, and he trampled on; ſo that if once 
the Deſtinies do triumph over us, not any Mor- 
tal fails. If once our Stage of Life proves Tra- 
gical, we ſhall never change the Scene by the 
aſſiſtance of any adjacent Aﬀor, or Speator, 
bat be miſerable to the lateſt Epilogae; and on- 
ly thereby become the fitteſt Obje&t for that 
poor confort of Calamity, Pity. ButsI have 
ſufficiently dilatcd on this Topick in the pre- 


ceding Diſcourſe, and already largely ſhew'd 
yon 
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you our Exci/c-Man's Sentiments herein, ſo l 
ſhall here wave its further proſecution. 


The concluſive Deduttion is, That our Ex- 
ciſe-D1an is not abukve to thoſe who even oc- 
caſion'd his moſt Unjuft Diſcharge ; nor has he 
hard thoughts of thoſe Gentlemen who there- 
upon perform'd it : Reſpetting the former, he 
knows, that though they have done him an 
Injury far beyond any Reparation, a Prejudice 
above the reach of SatisfaQtion, and a Wrong 
which could not be ſupported with Patience by 
any but himſelf, and no one's Charity but his 
could pardon; yet his unſpotted and un- 
ſtain'd Innocence fortifies, and is the univer- 
ſal Arſenal which infallibly provides him with 
the moſt powerful Army to hinder his being 
vanguiſt'd, He ſmiles at the petty Intrigues 
of theſe Diminutives, who therefore dread his - 
Preſence, which creates a Sweat beyond a Bag- 
mio, and whoſe Knees are mutual Anrils, that 
beat 4 Deſperation, whilſt he eriumphantly ſits 
anſullied like the Lilly, an4l thns enthroned, 
reig1s in untaimed Innocence. 


In rclation to the latter, he concludes, That 
as no compacted Duſt can be infallible, ſo the 
moſt towring parts and knowing Mortal, have 
not eſcap'd an Impolition from the ſubtle, tho 
abominable Artifices of thoſe who no way 
merit the Charatter of Men; and ſince their 
Intentions are always guided by the ſtrieſt 
Rules 
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Rules of Probity and Juſtice, he therefore can- 
not cenſure the reſult, though it is not imme- 
diately attended with the real Conſ:quent of 
it. Beſides, he ſees them frequently deteRted, 
and conſequently a ſmall ſpace of time will 
produce its deſired Effects, and himſelf therey 
fore re-eſtabliſhed. In the mean time ihis Be- 
haviour is ever modeſtly ſubmiſſive, and with 
a ſedate Contentment waits a ſuitable Reta- 
liation of his moſt inoffenlive Behaviour, and 
ſurvives, in hope of its being-erown'd with an 
agreeable ſucceſs. And indectit is the only 
happineſs of him that is depriv'd of all other ; 
for Hope is the greateſt Antidote apgainſt'De- 
ſpair-, and the infallible Cordial againſt atl 
impending Miſeries ; and althongh it be ex- 
ceedingly deceitful, yer it is of this good uſe 
to us, that white we are travelling throngh 
this life, it conduQts us an ealier and more 
pleaſant way to our Journies' E N D. 


